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THE CHANGING SEASONS 


A Summary of the Spring Migration 


Chandler S. Robbins* 


HROUGHOUT the United States and south- 
T ern Canada the spring migration was charac- 
terized by lateness. In the Northwest, the severe and 
prolonged cold together with the heavy accumula- 
tion of snow produced a delay of one to six weeks. 
In the eastern half of the continent, the premature 
northward migration which resulted from the ab- 
normally mild winter was halted in mid-February 
by subnormal temperatures; March and April con- 
tinued cold, with record-breaking frosts causing 
severe damage to crops in the Southeast. Weathei 
conditions in the Southwest were characterized by 
warmth and continued drought. 

\ storm of great intensity, which developed over 
the central Great March 26, 
northeastward across the Great Lakes, bringing a 
brief spell of spring weather to the eastern half of 
the United States. Northeast was de- 
luged by a veritable flood of migrants which were 
drawn northward bv the 


Plains on moved 


The entire 
southerly winds 
that covered an area extending as much as 
miles 


strong 
1400 
storm's 


eastward from the 


center. In the 
Middlewestern Prairie Region, where gusts exceeded 
so miles per hour, 
Hooded than 14 
individuals were found in Wisconsin, Illinois, Ohio, 
and Ontario. 


a most extraordinary flight of 
Warblers was recorded; no less 
Most of these occurrences were north 
of the breeding range of this warbler, as well as 
being more than a month ahead of schedule. ‘The 


only other noteworthy records associated with this 
storm were single White-eved Vireos in Indiana 
ind Ohio, and a Louisiana Water-thrush in On- 


tanio. Blizzards to the north and west of the cen- 


ter of the disturbance were a solemn reminder that 
winter had not yet passed. 

\ similar storm, with winds of gale force and 
gusts up to go miles per hour, developed over the 
northern Great Plains on May 5 and moved north- 
into Canada. The thousands of 


and eastern observers who were afield 


northeastward 
midwestern 


on the week-end of May 6-7 witnessed the mass 
arrival of hoards of delayed April migrants, to- 
gether with the first wave of May birds. Almost 


overnight the migration caught up the 10 to 14 
which it retarded in many sec- 
tions. At Two Rivers, Wis., on the shore of Lake 
Michigan, persons attending the joint meeting of 
the Wisconsin Society for Ornithology and the In- 
land Bird-Banding Association on May 5-7 picked 
up 140 dead birds, and 


davs by had been 


ys 
recorded such rarities as 


*Substitutinge for 


hess 


Ludlow Griscom 


because of his ill- 


Western Grebe, Willet, 
Mockingbird. An Eared 
and Chuck-will’s-widow 
Yellow-bellied 
Prothonotary 


Western anil 
Grebe, Owl 
were found at Chicago, a 
Flycatcher, Worm-eating Warbler, 
Warbler, several Yellow-breasted 
Dickcissel at ‘Toronto, Eared Grebe 
and Mockingbird in Welland Co., Ont., and Glossy 
Ibis at Rochester, N. Y. Observers at Louisville, 
Ky., broke all previous records by listing 158 spe- 
cies on May 7, and on the same date St. Louis 
enumerators amassed the astonishing total of 214! 
Even east of the Appalachians, where only mild 
southerly winds prevailed, the combination of de- 
laved April migrants, winter stragglers, and a full 
complement of May arrivals enabled observers in 
York County, Pa., and at Loch Raven, Chase, Mt. 
\irv, and Patuxent Refuge, Md., to record on May 
6 more species than ever before in their respective 
areas. 

For the next ten davs the great flood of migrants 
continued unabated in the Middle Atlantic Coast 
Region, with each new day bringing unprecedented 
concentrations — of 


Kingbird 
Burrowing 


Chats, and a 


additional species; observers 


agreed that it was without question one of the 


ereatest migration flights ever witnessed in that 
Region. Further to the Northeast, several Jesse) 
“waves” arrived at infrequent intervals, except 


along the New England coast where an alternation 
of cold easterly and northwesterly winds resulted 
in one of the poorest migration seasons on record. 

Swinging to the southward we note more normal 
conditions following the regression of the cold 
weather that had persisted well into April. Cold 
fronts moved through the Central Southern Region 
with the usual regularity, each bringing its quota 
of transients to rest on the Coastal 
dates reported for coastal however, were 
consistently later than at inland locations. A freak 
example is the Hooded Warbler, which did not ar- 
rive at Pensacola, Fla., until more than a week 
after the midwestern storm deposited scattered in- 
dividuals in the Great 

Further west, in the 


Plain; arrival 
areas, 


Lakes area. 
South Texas Region, the 
cold fronts were all of mild proportions, and most 
reached the coast during daylight hours and were 
quickly dissipated by warm southwest winds. As a 
paus- 
ing, and concentrations were below normal except 
in the southernmost part of the State. 
Throughout the Northwest (except along the 
coast), cold weather and snow cover exerted a re- 
tarding effect on migration well into May. Except 


result, transients streamed overhead without 
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in the Southwest, reports of late stragglers are ex- 
ceedingly frequent. Note, for instance, the late 
flight of warblers on May 27 on the Texas coast. 

Loons.—There was a good flight of Red-throated 
Loons along the Atlantic coast and more than the 
usual scattering at inland localities. 

Hercns.—Snowy and Am. Egrets continue to be 
reported from new spring locations along the North 
Atlantic coast and the upper Mississippi Valley. The 
Little Blue Heron was recorded for the first time in 
New Mexico. 

Geese —Notable inland flights of Brant were ob- 
served in Quebec, Vermont, the Connecticut Valley 
of Massachusetts, and from Lake Ontario to James 
Bay; a stray bird found its way to the Ohio shore of 
Lake Frie. On the Pacific Coast, the abundance of 
this species in Puget Sound attracted much at- 
tention. Reports on the other species of geese in- 
dicate local variation, but no drastic over-all change 
in numbers. Flocks of Snow Geese in central Massa- 
chusetts were unusual. A sight record of the Bar- 
nacle Goose at St. Louis is very interesting in that it 
is the furthest west that this species has been re- 
corded in North America, interior 


the only othei 


record being from the Sandusky Bav marshes of 
Lake Erie. 
Ducks.—The main emphasis on ducks was on 


late departures and rarities rather than changes in 
abundance. Decreases of certain species in one Re- 
gion were compensated in most cases by reports of 
increases in some nearby area. \pparently no 
changes in status were striking enough to be com- 
mented upon generally. Heavy flights of Ruddy 
Ducks were reported from Tennessee, Pennsylvania 
Ontario, and Ohio, and an unusual concentration 
of 26,000 was observed at Bear River Refuge, Utah, 
on May 2. 
Hawks. 


in eastern 


Good hawk flights were noted locally 
Massachusetts, near Rochester, N. Y., 
and at scattered localities in the Appalachians, but 
reports of poor numbers were received from. sev- 
eral other areas. A late and remarkable count of 
12,000 in one hour, mostly Broad-winged, was made 


west of Harlingen, Tex., on April 12 by Earl L. 
Poole. 
Cranes, Rails——Sandhill Cranes snowed satisfac- 


tory increases at widely separated points. The In- 
diana concentration reached a new high for this 
century, an estimated 20,000 passed over Medicine 
lake Refuge in Montana in eight days, and there 
Was a 25 per cent increase at Malheur Refuge in 
Oregon. Both the Virginia Rail and the Sora de- 
creased markedly in eastern New England, but the 
Sora was reported as more common at Dallas, Tex., 
and in Minnesota and the Dakotas. 

Coots and Gallinules——In eastern South Dakota 
large flocks of Am. Coots were forced to forage in 
fields as much as one-half mile from water, due 
to their inability to find sufficient food in the half 


frozen marshes. A specimen of the Florida Galli- 
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nule found on the north shore of Lake Superior is 
the northernmost record for the North American 
race of this species. 

Shorebirds.—Shorebirds in favor- 
ably reported, with emphasis on the number of 
inland localities recording the Hudsonian and 
Marbled Godwits and other local rarities. A great 
flight of Am. Golden recorded from 
Kentucky and southern southern On- 
tario, with stragglers east to Long Island and Cape 
Cod. A few local increases in Wilson’s Snipe were 
reported, particularly in New England; the only 
high count noted was at Hatton, Va., where 187 
March 26. 

Comments on this species were 


general were 


Plover was 
Illinois to 


were counted on 
Mourning Dove. 


few, but for the most part enthusiastic. It con- 
linues to increase in eastern Massachusetts where 
it has always been relatively uncommon in com- 
parison with midwestern and southern regions. 
Increases are also reported from the Northern 
Great) Plains. 


Cuckoos.—Cuckoos were extraordinarily scarce 
and Jate in arriving throughout the eastern half of 
the continent. ‘Phere are indications that the def- 
icit was partially reduced, at least in some areas, 
hy belated arrivals in June. 

Purple Lhis particularly 
variable in its arrival dates at various parts of the 
country, being especially affected by weather con- 
ditions. It \tlanta, Ga., on Jan. 


ig and was northeastern Georgia in 


Martin. species was 


was first noted at 
recorded in 
February, several days before it was first de 
Near ‘Tucson, April 2 
whereas the next indi- 
May 8. Along 
coast, arrival dates were April 2 at the 
Reservation, April 23 at Portland, and 
May 19 at Medina. In the Dakotas and Minnesota, 
where arrivals had been about on schedule, severe 
mortality resulted from the April 29 blizzard. 
Thrushes. 


carly 
southern Texas. 
early arrival 
viduals were not in 


tected in 
was an date, 
evidence until 
the Pacific 
Hastings 


Fhrushes in general were represented 
by fine flights, with a few late departure records in 
the = south. Varied 
Thrushes were still present at low elevations on the 
North Pacific coast in mid-April due to late melt- 
ing of the snow on the mountains; and an unusual- 
ly late Townsend's Solitaire was seen at Lake Mead, 


Large concentrations — of 


Nev., on April 22. 
Vireos.—Red-eyed Vireos arrived very late (April 
15-16) in southern ‘Texas, then immediately be- 


came abundant. Easterners who are wont to curse 
the large numbers of this species which distract 
their attention during the migration periods will 
be amused at an estimate of 500 in two groups at 
Cove, Tex. Other vireos also tended to be late in 
their arrivals and departures. A Gray Vireo was 
recorded at ‘Tucson, and a new northern record 
tor the Warbling Vireo was established in Ontario. 

Warblers—The increase in the principal spruce 
budworm feeders continues; the Tennessee, Cape 





is 
n 


= “= tf © 





Mav, and Bay-breasted Warblers shattered records 
of spring abundance in the Midwest and East. ‘The 
Black-throated Blue Warbler was especially com- 
mon in the Middle Atlantic States, whereas the 
Black-throated Green was noted as relatively scarce 
both there and in ‘Vexas. Macgillivray’s Warblers 
were very common in the Southwest late in the mi 
gration period, and the Oklahoma range of the 
Swainson’s Warbler was extended westward to Still- 
water. Once more the rare Bachman’s Warbler 
was discovered in South Carolina, and the possibil- 
ity of this species occurring in southern Illinois is 
discussed by Mr. Mavfield. 

Tanagers and Orioles —Both Summer and Scarlet 
Panagers were extremely abundant in = southern 
Pexas, and the latter species figured prominently 
in the great wave which swept the Middle Atlantic 
Coast Region in  mid-Mav. At the northern ex- 
tremity of their range in Saskatchewan, Scarlet 
Panagers were recorded at two new localities. 


Hooded Orioles arrived early at ‘Topock, Ariz., and 
a northward spread is indicated below El Paso. 

Evening Grosbeak.—TYhis species played a con- 
spicuous part in the avifauna of the northeastern 
states almost throughout the period, and was re- 
corded well into May as far south as West Virginia 
and New Jersey. 

Sparrows.—A fine flight of Fox Sparrows was 
commented upon, particularly in the northern 
states. Records of the Pine-woods Sparrow in cen- 
tral Indiana and northern Ohio point to a possible 
northward spread of this species. The first record 
of the Lark Sparrow for central West Virginia is 
also of more than passing interest, while the dis- 
covery of the Henslow’s Sparrow further north in 
Ontario than previously reported is also worthy 
of special mention. Across the continent, northern 
species, particularly the Savannah Sparrow, were 
late in leaving their wintering grounds. 
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REPORTS 


Spring Migration 
April 1 to May 31, 1950 


NORTHEASTERN MARITIME REGION.—As 
desciibed in the last report, we enjoyed a winter of 
preposterous mildness until Feb. 18. This was suf- 


ficient to start some 





early northward move- 
ment. Geese and Pin- 
tails began moving into 
Newburyport Harbor in 
late January, and stead- 


j \, pagvenictow ily built up during 
: mapeataiom lee February. Here and 


8 there a Horned Lark or 










MOOSENEAD & 
LAKE ° 
aaycor 2D. two showed up on its 
FAN MANAR TA breeding area, and a few 
) » YARMOUTH . 
(ia stragglers of the first 
‘3. @PPorTLANO group of March land 
‘SrortsmoutH birds (Killdeer, Am. 


Woodcock, — blackbirds, 
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-b PRO VDE NTUCK 
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OBLOCKE treme southeastern 











Massachusetts. 

The arrival of severe winter conditions abruptly 
terminated this trend. Winter weather lasted vir- 
tually a month, without any marked warm spell, 
and it was not until March 25 that any of the first 
land birds were generally distributed in any num- 
bers. Ideal weather conditions brought a marked 
wave on March 29 and another on April 2, when 
the country near Boston was flooded with birds, 


and the first group of migrants reached the Mari- 
time Provinces of Canada. Outstanding features 
of this movement were a record-breaking number 
of hawks and a flood of Fox Sparrows (380 in 
Essex Co., Mass., on April 2, for instance) . 

Che balance of April was almost featureless met- 
eorologically, but the point to be emphasized here 
is that it was not a cold and backward month. 
Nevertheless the schedule of avian migration got 
further and further behind, and by April go it was 
one of the latest on record. In the meantime, re- 
ports in the newspapers had dealt with the his- 
toric cold in parts of the South and West, sug- 
vesting the probable basis of the dammed-up mi- 
eration. 

Virtually nothing happened the first week in 
May until a hot spell on May 6 brought a great 
wave of birds on May 7, which consisted of the 
missing April species, a mere scattering of the first 
group of May summer residents, and a very few 
transients. Similar favorable conditions produced 
another marked wave on May 10, when the balance 
of the belated April birds flooded the country, 
most of the first May group became common, and 
a very few transients. The balance of the month 
was almost a total loss ornithologically. Every 
day was below normal in temperature from the 
igth on; a succession of spells of overcast drizzly 
weather with cold east winds, broken briefly by cold 
fronts with northwest winds; 1950 must definitely 
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be classified with 1907, 1917, and 1931 as one of the 
most disappointing in history from the standpoint 
Phe usual 
schedule and grouping of species was completely 


of spring migration in this Region. 


disrupted, and each one was a law unto itself, ar- 
riving or passing through on an individual time- 
table. 
dav on 
for a flight saw practically no transients at all. By 
May 25 the migration appeared to be virtually 
that 
be found in such ideal “traps” as the Boston Pub- 
lic Garden, Mt. Auburn Cemetery in Cambridge 
Nahant. However, it was impossible for the 
migration to be over, since some of the latest but 


Those birders who could not get out every 


who waited for the ideal weather conditions 


almost no transients could 


over in the sense 


and 


verv common summer residents had not vet arrived, 


not to mention a quota of late transients! Many 
of these showed up on May 31, and a great de- 
laved wave arrived on June 2, bringing all the 


missing birds and an amazing list of belated strag- 
glers, including even a Golden-crowned Kinglet in 
the Plum Island thickets (G. Baird) a species or- 
Virtually late as 
the first davs of May. 

4 marked spring flight of Red-throated 
May. No 
Monomoy 


dinarily of casual occurrence as 
Loons. 
Loons remaining in numbers through 
less than May 27 at sea, east of 
(Roesler and Ross) . 
Herons.—Spring records for the Am. 
(April 5 on) and Snowy Egrets, Little Blue Heron, 
and Night Heron (April g on) 
are now an event on the 
marked first 
each year. 

Waterfowl—A fine flight of Canada Geese and 
the best in years for 


pO seen 
Point, Mass. 
Southern 


Yellow-crowned 
annual 
tendency for the 


coast, with a 


dates to be earlie 


Brant. Flocks of Snow Geese in 
eastward 
as usual in recent years, and a few Blue Geese as 
well. Black Duck flight onlv fair. A marked fall- 
ing off of most of the other species, particularly 
the Blue-winged ‘Teal, Wood Duck, and Ring 
necked Duck. ‘There was an excellent flight of sea 


the interior and westward, a few stravs 


ducks. 

Hawks.—One of the finest flights on record in late 
March and early April, moderate in late April, 
poor all May. 


Upland Game Birds. 
neve 


Che Ring-necked Pheasant 
thanks in part at 
The Bob-white has markedly 
recovered its winter losses on Cape Cod in 1947-48. 
Rails, Snipe.—Marked decrease 
of Virginia Rails and Soras is perhaps due to de- 
terioration of the few marshes. 
The Am. Woodcock apparently doing quite well. 
he best spring flights of Wilson’s Snipe in many 


more numerous, least to 


recent mild winters. 
Woodcock and 
remaining good 
years. 


Shorebirds. 
Plovei 


Very 
and all “peep;” 
Greater Yellow-legs. 


Black-bellied 
no change in numbers of 


fine numbers of 
\ll other species moderate to 
notably The schedule in no way affected by 
the unfavorable weather. \ Golden Plover in 
nearly full breeding plumage on Monomoy, Cape 
Cod, May 27 (Parker and Ross). No less than 
three different Pectoral Sandpipers. Henry Parker 


pool . 
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and 
always 


showed a large party at sea both Northern 
Red Phalaropes in full plumage on May 27, 
a pleasant sight. 
Terns and Gull. 
back in good numbers. 


Apparently the Least Tern is 
The Black 
Phe Bonaparte’s Gull in 
spring. An immature, 
Newburyport 


Fern continues 
to increase each spring. 
numbers all 
Little Gull 
Mav go (Higginbotham, 


exceptional 
moulting appeared in 


Harbor on shown to 


7 
carloads of people); it was still present at the end 
of the season but had not yet acquired full adult 
plumage. Mr. and Mrs. C. Russell 


fortunate as to adult 


Mason were so 
Gull on 
8, one of some 
New World 


find an Sabine’s 
Nauset Beach, Cape Cod, on May 2 
six spring migration records for the 


side of the Atlantic. 


Doves.—TVhe rapid increase of the Mourning 
Dove continues apace, with a marked gain in 1950 
over 1949. There is no evidence the bird was ever 
commoner in eastern Massachusetts, north into 


New 
torical period. 
Flycatchers 


southern Hampshire and Maine in the his- 


and Swallows.—Vhe late species of 


fivcatchers did) not complete their arrival until 
early June. “Southerly” the Great Crested Fly- 
catcher continues to increase. A very poor spring 
for swallows. ‘The decline of the Barn Swallow 


continues, and the Cliff Swallow took another posi- 
tive nose-dive downward. 
Winter stragglers —A drake King Eider off Mono- 
May 27 and party). ‘The 
last Snowy Owl, April 30. One of the White-winged 
Crossbills still at Boxford, April go. A wintering 
Dickcissel in Rhode Island until late March (Emer- 
son) and another at Chatham, Cape Cod, April 7 
(Baird, et al.). 

Southern 


mov. Point, (Griscom 


The 
reduction of 


month 
recent 


element. unfavorable 


showed a great reports ove 


years. ‘The only species continuing the upward 
trend of were the White-eyed Vireo 
Yellow-breasted Chat. “wo Seaside Sparrows 


were found on May go in a colony of Sharp-tailed 


recent vears 


and 


Sparrows on Plum Island, Essex Co., Mass. (Cot- 
trell and others), where one was found last Mav; 
the colony at South Dartmouth is thriving. Ruth 


Emerv saw a Barn Owl at Wollaston; 
around the Arnold Arboretum for a short time, and 
Frances Elkins found anothe selmont. 

Luptow Griscom, Museum of Comparative Zool- 


one was 
roosting in 


ogy, Cambridge 38, Mass. 


HUDSON-ST. LAWRENCE REGION,—The pre- 
dominant feature of the weather during the spring 
migration was the alternation of periods of high 
and low temperatures, these often swung from 10 
plus to 10 minus the norm; the over-all tempera- 
ture was subnormal. It is generally agreed that it 
Precipitation was light but 
vears the 


was a “late spring.” 
frequent. For ponds and 
lakes have not late dates 
as were found this spring and the snow lingered in 
the woods around Quebec city until after the first 
of Mav. The last few days of March were unusually 


many large 


been ice-bound at such 











warm and an early wave 
occurred during the last 
week. This brought all 
of the early migrants. 
The migration then 
lagged, throughout 
April; probably a few 
representatives of the 
species expected in 
April arrived but at no 
time did they reach 
their normal numbers. 
\ large concentration of 
“potential migrants 
must have built up to 
the south of us, for dur- 
first week of 
when meteorolog- 


” 





ing the 
May, 
ical conditions 
high off the coast to the 
southeast of us and light winds from the southerly 
quarte) 


gl 
bw YORK 


(there was a 








were 





right 
prevailed) , there came a burst of migra- 
birds that filled the trees; this was on May 5, 
So great was the impetus of the onrush 

birds that scheduled to ar- 
rive at later dates almost seemed to be picked up 
and swept through with the flowing mass. 


tory 
6 and 7. 
that 


many are usually 


This was the most generally recognized wave of 


the season in this Region and May 5 to 7 are re- 
ported as the days of the heaviest flight of the en- 
tire migration period. 
May 


actually 


a cold front 
8 choked off the migrating hordes 


The arrival of 
early on 
and seemed to start a reverse movement 
At Northampton, S. A. 

noted the complete disappearance of 
Swifts, a strong southerly flight of Barn 
and the presence in increased numbers 


of earlier migrants, possibly returning from more 


in western Massachusetts. 
Eliot, Jr., 
Chimney 


Swallows 


northerly points. Later waves were recorded on 
May 11 and 12, May 22 and on May 27. These 


were not as well defined in the northern and east- 
ern parts of the Region as they 
Island and in northern New Jersey. 
seemed reluctant to 
there was 


were on Long 
Winter visitors 
and in many 
a considerable overlap. 


Loons and Herons.- 


leave places 
The migration of loons was 
was an unusual number of 
Red-throated Loons reported from inland waters. 
\ large flight of Horned Grebes was seen at 


Cooperstown, N. Y., on April 23, 125 on the lake, 


rather heavy, there 


all in breeding plumage (N. P. Hill). Great 
Blue Herons were reported as more numerous than 
usual. Five Am. Egrets were on the Shrewsbury 
River, N. J., on March 28 and 1 at Milltown, 
N. J., on May 28 (P. Collins). Snowy Egrets have 
appeared again at Oak Island, Long Island. An 
adult Litthe Blue Heron was at Shinnecock, L. L, 
on March go and an immature was seen at Frank- 
lin, N. J., on June 1 (E. B. Nixdorf). <A_ third 


report, a bird in partially adult plumage, at New 
Hampton, N. H., May 16 (S. A. Eliot, Jr.). 

Ducks.—A_ definite inland flight of 
Brant was recorded this spring. There were go at 
St. Jean-Iberville, Que., on April at (LL. Cing- 


Geese and 


Mars) , others at Montreal and Quebec city in late 
May. Two at Bennington, Vt., on April 22 and 2 
more at the same place on May 10 (L. H. Ross). 
One hundred and one were at ‘Turners Falls, Mass., 
May 18 (G. A. Weeks). On the St. Lawrence 
River 1500 were at Ste. Luce, Rimouski Co., Que., 
May go (R. Cayouette). There was a large flight 
of Snow Geese in central Massachusetts, March 28 
to April 4. On April 3 there were 400 on the ice 
of Quabbin Reservoir (S. A. E., Jr.). The Snow 
Geese first arrived at St. Joachim, Que., on March 
28 (L. A. Lord) and on May 8 the flock had built 
up to an estimated (RC). They 
north from here at the end of May. ‘There are 
several April records of European Teal at Jones 
Beach, L. I., but there was probably but a single 
bird there. good flight of Am. 
Widgeon, Ring-necked Duck, Am. 
Golden-eve Cooperstown) and Wood 
Ducks. Canvas-backs were generally late. Old- 
squaws and Ruddy Ducks scarce. There was a 
surprising concentration of Common Eiders at 
St. Jean-Iberville, Que., from April 4 to 12, 1000 
birds reported (LC-M). 

Hawks. 


{0,000 moved 


There was a 
scaup [sp.], 
(poor at 


‘The hawk flight was extremely poor. 
There were 7 reports of Turkey Vultures at Mt. 
fom, Mass. Two Gyrfalcons were seen at Wil- 


braham, Mass., on April 17 (R. D. Ross) and two 
at Mt. Tom, April 21 (Riedel) probably the same 
pair. Peregrine Falcons were well distributed but 
numbers of individuals were low. Sparrow Hawks 
were quite numerous. 

Rails and Shorebirds.—The only Yellow Rail re- 
ported was at Seaford, L. I., May 22 (J. J. Elliott). 
The Ringed Plover was not frequently reported, it 
has become a rather scarce bird in the Connecticut 
River Valley. One unusual spring record, an Am. 
Golden Plover at Lawrence, L. I. (J. L. Bull). At 
Old Lyme, Conn., a Wilson’s Plover was seen in 
1g48 and 1949. This year it has again appeared 
at the same place (Mrs. French). A few Upland 
Sandpipers Massachusetts and on 
Long their former breeding grounds are 
rapidly taken from them. Eight Willets 
were at Point Lookout, L. I., April 28 (Baldwin 
Bird Club). For the fourth year, Curlew Sand- 
pipers have been seen on western Jamaica Bay, 
L. I.; on May 20 two were seen (E. Eisenmann). 
On May 26 forty-eight Purple Sandpipers were at 
Long Beach, L. I. (G. Carleton). <A Stilt Sand- 
piper was at Jamaica Bay on May 13 and another 
at So. Amboy, N. J., May 26 (R. C. Frohling for 
the latter). Two White-rumped Sandpipers seen 
at Swanton, Vt., May 15 (R. H. Minns). 

Gulls and Terns.—There were the usual reports 
of a few white-winged gulls along the coast. An 
Iceland Gull was at Springfield, Mass., until March 
13. An Ivory Gull, seen at Montreal, Que., March 
go (H. Longly) seems to be the first record for the 
section. The migration of Bonaparte’s Gulls was 
Three Caspian Terns at Turners Falls, 
Mass., April 27 and 28 were rather unusual. 

Owls.—The last Snowy Owl reported on Long 
Island was at Baldwin on April 16 (E. W. Teale), 


were seen in 


Island; 
being 


good. 
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There were 
2 at Hartford, Conn., April 12 (Belden) and the 
last was seen at St. Joachim, Que., April 25 (R.C.). 

Land Birds—A few cuckoos of each species rode 


one at Idlewild, same date (Mayer). 


in on the wave of May 6; very early. The migra- 
tion of flycatchers was generally good except for 
the Yellow-bellied which was down. ‘The Eastern 
Kingbird was in normal numbers after the sharp 
increase of 1949. \ Rough-winged Swallow was 
seen at Montreal, May 6 to 10 (L. Flinton, J. Nor- 
mandin) and a pair, May 13 to 14 (J.N., H. Long- 
key). This year these swallows show a marked in- 
(NPH), they are 
regular now in N. H. and at Burlington, Vt. (Miss 
M. Smith). Several Carolina Wrens were reported 
from L. I. and a Bewick’s Wren was seen in City 
Hall Park, N. Y. City, May 11 (W. Downin). 
There is a sight record of the far northern race of 
the American Robin (Black-backed) at Ware, 
Mass., March go (S.A.E. Jr.) and one was collected 
at Sunderland, Mass., April 10 (Baird). At Mont 
real, individuals were reported on April go and 
Mav 4 (Br. V. Gaboriault) . Olive-backed ‘Vhrushes 
have been unusually numerous but there are but 
few reports of the Gray cheeked. Hermit ‘Thrushes, 
too, seem to be down. On the night of May 
15 and 16 there was a heavy flight of thrushes 
at Cooperstown, N. Y., this lasted until 3:30 a.m. 
Between g and 11 p.m. over 600 thrush calls were 
heard. Practically all of these were Olive-backed 
with a few Grav-cheeked and (NPH). 
The flights of both kinglets and of the Water Pipit 
were good. Many Gray and Loggerhead Shrikes 
were reported. 


crease at Cooperstown, N.Y. 


Veeries 


Prothonotary Warblers were found at Bound 
Brook, N. J., on May 7 to 11 (R. Conn) and one 
at Ware, Mass., May 18 to 21 (S.A.E., Jr.). An 
early record for Mass. 
was one on April 1g at Springfield (Mrs. R. D. 
Edwards). Lawrence’s Warblers have been seen at 
West Nyack, N. Y., and at Ramsey, N. J. Myrtle, 
Cape May, Blackburnian and Bay-breasted War- 
blers were more numerous than usual. A Cerulean 
Warbler was reported from Mt. Tom, Mass., on 
May 21. Blackpoll Warblers were late and hurried 
through so quickly that the impression was given 
of greatly reduced numbers. In Prospect Park, 
srooklyn, N. Y., on May 5 a bird was seen and iden- 
tified as a Swainson’s Warbler. The observer (G. 
Carleton) had an opportunity to study the bird 
carefully and was joined on that day and on the 
following by others who confirmed the identifica- 
tion. A Blue Grosbeak was reported at ‘Tenafly, 
N. J.. on May 14 (E. Mayr). Indigo Buntings 
have been very plentiful, a particularly large and 
persistant group seemed to occupy one location in 
Ramapo, N. Y., for almost the entire month of 
May (J. K. Mossman). Evening Grosbeaks stayed 
late after their remarkable incursion of the pre- 
vious winter. At Easthampton, Mass., a pair was 
seen carrying twigs on May 15 but they were last 
seen on May 1g (SAE, Jr.). On Long Island one 
was at Blue Point, May 11, at Hamburg, N. 
May 25 (EBN), 


Worm-eating Warbler in 


” 


Wells River, Vt, May 14 (W. P. 
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Smith) and at Ramsey, N. J., June 2 (A. Runk). 
Common Redpolls, Pine Siskins, Slate-colored Jun- 
cos and Am. Tree Sparrows remained to very late 
dates. Ipswich Sparrows came along the coast in 
very satisfactory numbers. ‘Three Field Sparrows 
were seen at Montreal on May 7 (G. H. Mont- 
gomery, Jr.) and again on May 14 (4. Rivard) . 
Fox Sparrows were down but Lincoln’s Sparrows 
A Clavy-colored 
I., May 
1y (JLB) —Crartrs K. Nicnots, American Mu- 


seum of Natural History, New York 24, N. Y. 


were more numerous than usual. 
Sparrow was observed at Far Rockaway, L. 


MIDDLE ATLANTIC COAST REGION,— After 
an abnormally mild winter and a normal March 
migration, the Region experienced a very cool, wet 
and late spring, 
with a correspon- 
dingly late = and 
slow migration, 











" particularly in 
April, banking 
o-oo . : 1 = 
T oRtOe| the land birds up 
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3 ; \D in early Mav. 
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) ancy whole region the 
> REFUY 
) esvitk May movement 


y , 
of land birds has 
been reported as 
one of the finest 
ever experienced. 
\ great wave hit 
western and central Marvland and New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania on May 6, but 











southern 
Marvland and the Eastern Shore. Every day from 


missed 


May 6 to 17 was as good as one or two peak days 
of a normal vear. In the Philadelphia area there 
was a perfect flood of birds from May 11 to 15. 
In that latitude the deluge of birds extended from 
off-shore westward to the mountains. In New Jer- 
sev, it extended in depth at least from Cape May 
to Princeton. At Hawk Mountain, Maurice Broun 
reported 105 species in the forenoon of May 6, 
including 1000 White-throated Sparrows. In_ the 
Db. V. O. C. Roundup on May 14 the 24 groups 
covering territory along the seaboard rolled up a 
total of 226 species, with the highest one-party 
list of 179 species being made by the team of H. 
Cutler. Thirty-two) species of warblers were re- 
corded, including astounding numbers of semi-rare 
species such as Golden-winged, ‘Tennessee, Cape 
Mav, and Bay-breasted. Patuxent Refuge recorded 
123 species on May 6; and at Charlottesville, Va., 
Charles E. Stevens, Jr., Kenneth Lawless, and Bill 
Lewis found 139 species on May 4. New late dates 
for Maryland were recorded for many species. 

Grebes and Gannets.—A Red-necked Grebe was 
seen at Princeton on March g (J. K. Merritt), and 
one at Hopewell, Va., on March 6, a first record 
(F. R. Scott). Gannets were common along the 
N. J. coast during the winter, and still present in 
numbers in the first two weeks in Mav, with the 
last on May 20. 


Herons and Ibises—American Egret records at 








Willards, Md., April 1 (M. B. Meantey et al.) , and 
at Charlottesville, Va., March 2g (Mr. and Mrs. 
Bill Lewis) , early. On March go, 6 Little 
Blue Herons appeared at Stone Harbor, N. J., on 
\pril 20 about 150 Little Blues, 200 Snowy Egrets, 
and 6 American Egrets, and on April 22, 3 Yellow- 
crowned Night Herons (W. B. Wright). The only 


were 


record for the Glessv Ibis was of one seen near 
New Cumberland, Pa., on May 11 by E. S. Frey. 
Swans, Geese, and Ducks—Claiborne, Md., had 


Perry Point, 
Md., 1000 on March 26 and 100 on March 31; and 
March eg (H. TIT. Ross). 
quite numerous on the Jersey 
half of May, with 5000 at 
Fuckerton on the 7th (R. Frohling) , and some still 
Merritt found 
g species of ducks at Princeton on April 12. Wood 
Hooded 


ig00 Whistling Swans on March 25; 


Lewisburg, Pa., 36 on 
Brant still 
coast during the first 


were 


present at the end of the month. 


Ducks and Mergansers were more nu- 
merous than last vear in the Philadelphia area. 
R. J. Beaton and J. W. Taylor saw 206 Snow 


Geese migrating over Ocean City, Md., on March 
j; R. E. Stewart saw 3 at Newport Bay, Md., on 
April 1; Scott saw the last at Curle’s Neck, 
Richmond, Va., on March 13. A Blue Goose was 
seen near Buckeystown, Md., from April 23 to go 
(R.E.S., M.B.M.); and the last at Curle’s Neck on 


and 


March 27 (F.R.S.). The European Widgeon was 
seen at Choptank River Bridge, Md., March 5 
(R.J.B., J.W.T.); and at Perry Point, March 26 
(J. M. Abbott); and the European Teal at the 
National Airport, Arlington, Va., on March 4 
(J.M.A.) and April 2 (J.M.A., T. W. Donnelly) , 
and at Aquia Creek, Va., on March 19 (E. T. 


McKnight). At 


20 constitute a 


Danville, Va., 7 Gadwalls on April 

first record (Royster Lyle, Jr.). 
Iwo to four Old-squaws were present at Timber 
Lake, Lynchburg, Va., from Feb. 15 to April 4 
(R. S. Freer). 

Hawks.—An unusual flight at Hawk Mountain, 
Pa., on May 6 comprised 65 hawks of 8 species, in- 
cluding 8 Ospreys, 2 Peregrine Falcons, and 3 
Bald Eagles (A. Bihun, B. Lewis). A Pigeon Hawk 
Tuckerton, N. J., on April 2 (G. 
Regensburg) , and April at Lynchburg 
(Melvin Mitchell) . 

Rails and Gallinules——King Rails were not com- 
mon at Jamestown, Va. (F.R.S.). Two Virginia 
Rails at Hatton on May 4 are a first for Albemarle 


was seen at 
one in 


Co., Va. (C.E.S.). A Black Rail was seen at Beach 
Haven Inlet, N. J., on May 13 (R. Ridgely) and 
on May 22 (E.M. and Q. Kramer). Many ob- 


servers saw a Purple Gallinule which spent about 
three weeks in May about a privet hedge on Jack- 
son Street, Philadelphia. 

Shorebirds.—Two 
at Tuckerton by T. 


reports a 


Am. Oyster-catchers were seen 
Barnett on April 6. Stevens 
season for Wilson’s Snipe, 187 
being counted at Hatton, Albemarle Co., Va., on 
March 26. The first Upland Sandpipers noted in 
Albemarle Co. since about 1880 were seen by Mr. 
and Mns.. Lewis near Charlottesville, April 2. 
White-rumped Sandpipers have been unusually 
common. Stevens found one at Whitehall gravel 


good 


first record for Albemarle Co.; Scott 
saw an unusually large flock of 11 at Curle’s Neck, 
May 26; and C. H. Rogers found 4 at Tuckerton, 
N. J., on the late date of June 8. A Stilt Sandpiper, 
which is rare in spring, was noted at Salem, N. J., 
on May 14 by E. J. Reimann. Following a northeast 
storm during the week of May 15 many Phalaropes 
appeared on the upper N. J. coast, with a high 
count of 30 Red Phalaropes at Beach Haven Inlet, 
on May 21 (C. GC. Ross), and about 25 Red and 
10 Northern Phalaropes at the same place on May 
20 (E.M. & Q. K.). 

Gulls.—Scott reports a heavy flight of 
Ring-billed Gulls through the Richmond area, 
with several flocks up to 500 and a maximum count 
March 6. 

Cuckoos to  Jays.—Yellow-billed Cuckoos 
late and While most Snowy Owls of the 
great invasion had left the Philadelphia area by 
March, one was seen at Beach Inlet on March 19 
(E.M. & Q.K.); and 3 wintering birds left Mills 
Point, Wicomico River, Md., about March 21 
(R.J.B., C. N. Mason). A Saw-whet Owl was pho- 
tographed in Richmond, Va., March 15 (F.R-S.). 
Red-headed Woodpeckers showed a slight increase 
over last year in the Philadelphia area; but a def- 
inite decrease in the Lynchburg, Va., area (R.S.F.). 
N. J. McDonald reported a Chuck-will’s-widow neai 
Irma, Cape May Co., N. J., on April 28; and later 
reports indicated the presence of the species at 
points in the county. A much agitated 
Horned Lark seen near Williamsburg, Va., on April 
go (J.H.G.) may be a breeder. Grey found Blue 
Jays in the Norfolk, Va., area this winter for the 
first time in ten years; and Scott saw 6 in Seashore 
State Park on April 16. 

Wrens to Thrushes—A House Wren was seen 
at Potomac, Montgomery Co., Md., on March 26 
(P. A. DuMont). Haven Kolb found a Short- 
billed Marsh Wren at Loch Raven, Md., May 6. 
Many more Blue-gray Gnatcatchers than usual 
were reported at Lemoyne, Pa. (E.S.F.), and they 
appear possibly more numerous in the whole area 
than last The first color-banded American 
Robin returned to Baltimore on March 
15 (Irving Hampe). 

Vireos and Warblers.—Three Cape May Warblers 
at Curle’s Neck, May 7, constitute a first spring 
record (F.R.S.). A Black-poll Warbler at Loch 
Raven on May 6 (H.K.) is very early. Forrest C. 
Grimm saw a female Mourning Warbler at Car- 
lisle, Pa., on May g and a male on May 24. Ceru- 
lean Warblers were heard singing at Washington 
Crossing, Pa., on April 29g by F. W. McLaughlin. 

Orioles to Sparrows.—Three Baltimore Orioles at 
Curle’s Neck, May 7 (F.R.S.), constitute the first 
spring record in the Richmond area for 42 years. 
The same is true of a White-crowned Sparrow near 
Richmond, May 7. Brown-headed Cowbirds were 
seen well into the breeding season in the Williams- 
burg-Yorktown area (J.H.G.). Evening Grosbeaks 
were again seen in Lynchburg (Miss Isabel Boggs) ; 
7 were noted at Herndon, Va., on March 5; they 
present at Fort Washington to March 15; 


pits, May 2, 


very 


of 1118 on 
were 
scarce. 


several 


year. 
(resident) 


were 
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Maryland had a maximum count of 19 at Laurel on 
April 27; and there were still 8 at Pemberton, 
N. J.. on May 18 (N. Pumyea). A male Dick- 
cissel on May 6 at Patuxent Refuge (C.S.R.) is the 
first Maryland plain record. Donald D. 
Shipley saw a Dickcissel on May 18 and 22 in 
Bedford Co., Va. Lawless found 5 pairs of Hens- 
low’s Sparrows in a new location near Charlottes- 
ville. Stevens saw a singing Lark Sparrow at White- 
hall, Albemarle Co., Va., on April 27. With only 
two previous records for the White-crowned Spar- 
row in the Lynchburg area, Miss Gertrude Prior 
watched a flock this winter to April 21 at Sweet 
Briar, and Shipley saw 6 in Campbell Co., April 
29.—JULIAN K. Porter, 437 Park Avenue, Collings- 
wood, N. J., and 2. Murray, 6 White Street, 
Lexington, Va. 


coastal 


SOUTHERN ATLANTIC COAST REGION.— 
April was cooler than normal throughout the re- 
gion with intermittent freezes lasting into the third 
week in the 
Charlotte, N. 











ae: i C., area. Rain- 

Zs ao! s fall was slight- 
TENNESSEE.’ 9 5 

a lv less than 


normal for 
the month. In 
May, tempera- 
tures were 
normal but 
rainfall was 
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gusta, Ga., being 2.65 ins. In the Piedmont Section 
considerable damage was reported to fruit trees, 
and foliage generally was retarded. In April, many 
woods fires, apparently set by farmers in an effort 
to destroy boll weevils, occurred in Georgia and 
South Carolina where they destroyed many nesis. 
in South Georgia but was 
soon disrupted by the cold weather of March and 
April so that it was ten days to two weeks late in 
\t Raleigh, N. C., the peak 

(D. L. Wray). Late de- 
an overlapping that contributed 


Migration began early 


the northern section. 

was reached about May 
partures caused 
to a large spring count of 184 species at Wilming- 
ton, N. C. 
that the migration was most disappointing and un- 
eventful, essentially a repetition of that of last 


In Georgia observers generally agreed 


spring. 
Loon at 
Hebard) and 
(BRC) 


Loons through Herons——Common 
Coleraine, Ga., May 2 to 6 (F. V. 
Charlotte, N. C., April 12 
rather late for these localities. A Yellow-crowned 
Night Heron collected in Clayton Co., Ga., near 
Atlanta on May go (R. Parks) is unusual in spring 
since the bird is not known to breed in the Pied- 
mont of the state. At McKinney’s Pond in Emanual 
Co., Ga., an adult Wood Ibis, unusual in spring, 
was seen May 5 (JFD). The first large flock of 
White Ibis reached St. Marys, Ga., March 25 (R. G. 
Kuerzi) . 


one al were 
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Waterfowl—Upward to 5000 Canada Geese were 
still at Gaddy’s Pond, Anson Co., N. C., in the sec- 
ond week of March. A Snow Goose in Colquitt Co., 
Ga., March 29 (M. Hopkins) was unusual in 
spring. The Blue-winged Teal was somewhat late 
leaving the southern part of the region being re- 
corded in Emanual Co., Ga., May 6 (JFD) at 
Augusta, May 19 (JFD) and at Dalton, Ga., May 
7 (Mrs. R. E. Hamilton). Also late at Dalton were 
Ring-necked Ducks on May 
on May 28. 

Shorebirds- 
south 


14 and Lesser Scaups 


Phe Limpkin which is very rare in 
reappeared at Coleraine, May 2 
(FVH). Two Florida Gallinules that remained at 
Dalton, Ga., until April g were unusual for that 
region (Mrs. REH). Wilson’s Plovers, about on 
time, arrived at Savannah, Ga., on March 18 (lI. 
Tomkins) and at Wilmington, N. C., on March 21 
\ppleberry). At Winston-Salem, N. C., a Wil- 
son’s Snipe was still at the City Park Lake on 
April 23. An Upland Sandpiper at Athens, Ga., 
May 18, was nearly a month late (E. P. Odum). 
On May g, C. Belger collected a male Northern 
Phalarope at 


Georgia 


Augusta, this being the third record 
from Georgia. 

Other Non-passerines.—Vhe Yellow-billed 
koo was unusually late in arriving. 


Cuc- 
In Grady Co., 
April 27, the latest 
Augusta, 3 Whip-poor- 


) 


Ga., it was not recorded until 
ever (H. L. Stoddard). At 
wills, seldom recorded in migration, were calling 
March 25 (JFD). At Charlotte 
birds recorded on March 27 (BRC) were about on 
time while a bird at Athens, Ga., May 18 (EPO) 
was rather late. A Ruby-throated Hummingbird at 
Lifton, Ga., March g0 (W. Gaulding) was about a 
week early. In Grady Co., Ga., Red-headed Wood- 
which 


vigorously on 


peckers, were entirely absent all winter, 
return on April 
23. That day and for the next two or three they 
were exceptionally noisy and conspicuous through- 
out the section (HLS). 

Flycatchers to Warblers. arrived 
about as usual but were scarce and inconspicuous 
until late April. An exception was the Acadian 
which was not recorded in Grady Co., Ga., until 
\pril 26 (HLS) and in Atlanta until April 29 
(R. Parks). The Purple Martin arrived in interior 
Georgia earlier than ever recorded. 
pm. on fan. 19 an adult 
coursing the Municipal Airport at 


made a sudden and = spectaculaa 


Flycatchers 


About) 4:15 
observed 
Atlanta. A coid 
front was moving in at the time and rain began 


male was 


falling a few minutes later after which the bird was 
not seen again (F. Griffin). The next birds ob- 
served were at the martin sanctuary of Connie 
Watts near Baldwin, Banks Co., in northeast Geor- 
gia where they arrived Feb. 3. ‘The next day Pur- 
ple Martins were recorded in extreme south Geor- 
gia (Grady Co.) by Stoddard. It is interesting that 
on Feb. 1 and 2 the temperature at Atlanta set new 
highs and the wind was from SW. The next day it 
changed to NW. A House Wren at Coleraine, Ga., 
Mav 11, was late (FVH). Olive-backed Thrushes 
and Veeries seemed unusually abundant in the 


Charlotte area (BRC). A Gray-cheeked Thrush 
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near Augusta, May 23, was late (JFD). At Raleigh 
a Ruby-crowned Kinglet was late May 2 (DLW). 
Warblers through Finches—At Augusta, Swain- 
son’s Warbler was recorded earlier than ever be- 
fore on April 1 (JFD). Of particular interest is the 
occurrence of Bachman’s Warbler again this spring 
in its haunts near Charleston, S. C. Approximately 
29 birders watched a male singing on April 29 
and go (BRC ef al.). A female Black-throated Blue 
Warbler at Athens, Ga., May 27, set a new late 
date (D. V. Johnston). Myrtle Warblers were 
still at Augusta (JFD) and Lenoir, N. C. (FHM) 
on May 14. At Charlotte Chestnut-sided Warblers 
were seen on May 2 and Bay-breasted. Warblers on 
Mav it (BRC). A> Louisiana Water-thrush at 
Augusta, March 11, was the earliest ever recorded. 
rhe flight of Bobolinks was good with some flocks 


remaining late. They were recorded as late as 
Mav 21 in Grady Co., Ga. (HLS), and at Augusta 
JFD). On May 13, Overing saw several hundred 


at Raleigh. A full-plumaged male Baltimore Oriole, 
rare on the coast, appeared at Wilmington, April 23 

Prott). At Lenoir, N. C., Purple Finches did not 
leave until April 2g. Pine Siskins noted in the fall 
but not reported during the winter reappeared in 
considerable numbers in spring in Georgia. ‘They 
7 (Mrs. 
REH). Slate-colored Juncos were late at Raleigh 
on May 2 (not reported in Charlotte afte April 
27). A little late in leaving were White-throated 
Sparrows at Coleraine, Ga., May 10 (FVH), aul 
Dalton, Ga., May 18 (Mrs. REH) and at Lenoir, 
N. C., May 21 (Parks). Fox Sparrows were some- 
what late at Lenoir, N. C., on April 2 (Parks) while 
a Swamp Sparrow at Coleraine, Ga., May 13 (FVH) 
was very late—-]. Frep Denton, 1510 Pendleton 
Rd., Augusta, Ga. and B. R. CHAMBERLAIN, Mat- 
thews, N. (¢ 


were last reported from Dalton, May 


FLORIDA REGION,.—!Valerfow/.—OFf the large 
flocks of ducks wintering in the West Lake-Cuth- 
bert Lake area, Everglades National Park, all had 

departed by May 2 ex- 











GEORGIA > | cept several hundred 
Ya canactkeVACKSONVLLE, = Lesser Scaup and Blue- 
UA eGaINegVILLE| winged Teal. Some 2000 

\ m/ 7 \m. Coots still remained. 

» 4 remarkable record, the 

(S iaxen, first for the Everglades 

( - \ National Park, was a 
bane Cinnamon Teal in Cuth- 

evercrarese Mle.) bert Lake, north shore 
ATIONAL PARK-X) “| cove, April 8 (Glenn Cu- 
as e faude). This record was 

dite 8)0" corroborated by Willard 











Dilley, Park Naturalist. 
Some interesting late observations were 41 Am. 
Widgeons west side of Lake Okeechobee, April 25; 
20 Shovellers off Rickenbacker Causeway, Miami, 
April 23; a Horned Grebe at Titusville Causeway, 
April 16 (Louis A. Stimson) . 
Pelicans and Terns.—Ywenty-six White Pelicans 
were counted at Merritt Island, April 16 (Stimson) . 
Flocks of 50 to 100 were seen circling high over the 


Cape Sable Road, where the first mangroves begin, 
on several occasions during late April. The first 
Least Terns in Florida Bay, west of Tavernier were 
noted on April 10 (Cufaude, Brookfield). An in- 
jured Noddy ‘Tern was found near ‘Tavernier, 
\pril 25; Jack Watson (USFWS), reported a sin- 
gle Noddy Tern near Porjoe Key in June, 1949 
(Robert P. Allen). 

Hawks.—Late spring dates were a Sharp-shinned 
Hawk at) Matheson-Hammock, south of Miami, 
near Moore Haven, May 1, a Pigeon Hawk and a 
Sparrow Hawk, Biscayne Key, April go (Stimson). 

Shorebirds—Among late migrants seen near 
Rickenbacker Causeway, Miami, were a_ Piping 
Plover, April 20, a Ringed Plover, 40 Black-bellied 
Plover, 5 Ruddy ‘Turnstones, 3 Willets, and 7 
Dowitchers; apparently nesting were 12 Wilson’s 
Plover, May 27 (Stimson). A rare observation, 8 
Upland Sandpipers, was made in the pasture of 
]..B. Hendry, between State Highway 80 and the 
Caloosahatchee River about 2 miles west of 
Goodno, in the afternoon of April 18. The birds 
were feeding upon insects stirred up by the half- 
wild cattle in a dry weedy area south of the river 
bank. The observer got within 50 feet of the 
birds and watched them for fully five minutes. 
Upon getting out of his jeep the birds flew off 
uttering their peculiar rolling whistle suggestive of 
the sound of a Mourning Dove’s wings (Jack H. 
Merritt). 

Land Birds.—At Tavernier, Key Largo, migrant 
Red-winged Blackbirds moved in, March 21; a 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird flight occurred, 
March 22; the first Gray Kingbirds were noted on 
March 24 together with small numbers of Easteri 
Kingbirds; the first Common Nighthawks, April 1; 
a Black-whiskered Vireo was heard in song, April 
8; a flight of Black and White Warblers took place, 
April 14; successive waves of Am. Redstarts in con- 
siderable numbers, Black and White Warblers, a 
few Parula Warblers and one flock of Bobolinks, 
\pril 22-24; a small flight of Painted Buntings, 
April 26 (Allen). An Indigo Bunting, unusual on 
the Florida East Coast, was seen at South Alla- 
pattah Gardens, east of Princeton. Numbers of 
Great-crested Flycatchers, Black-poll Warblers, 
Black-throated Blue Warblers and Am. Redstarts 
were also noted, April 16 (Cufaude). Two Chuck- 
will’s-widows arrived early in Miami, March 12; 
5 Barn Swallows on the Tamiami Trail, April 7, 
and an estimated 300 west of the sand dunes north 
of St. Augustine, April 26. Late were about 1000 
Iree Swallows near Okeelanta, south of Lake 
Okeechobee, May 1. At Matheson-Hammock, south 
of Miami, rare records included a Prothonotary 
Warbler and a Worm-eating Warbler, Apri! 23, 
and a Connecticut Warbler, May 17 (Stimson) .— 
CHasies W. BrookrieLtp, National Audubon So- 
ciety, 13 McAllister Arcade, Miami, Fla. 


Bird-Population Study Instructions, Four-page 
reprint containing population instructions may be 
obtained from 1000 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C., for fifteen 
cents. 
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ONTARIO-WESTERN NEW YORK REGION. 

The first part of the spring was late, with a 
correspondingly late migration in this Region. At 
Niagara Falls an 
ice-bridge formed 
on April go (la- 
test in the history 
of the river). At 
Poronto there were 
still 4 in. to 6 in. 
of fresh 
aground March 19. 





snow 


Lake Nipissing, the 


coldest tempera- 


ture of the whole 
winter (-52°) was 
recorded March 3. 
It was  unseason- 











ably cold through 
out April, with all 
Arthur-Fort William 
one of the most severe 
winters on record was followed by a very late spring 
and a correspondingly retarded migration. 
Herons.—Retlecting the increasing number of 
spring and early summer reports of the American 
Egret in this region was one seen at Long Point, 
Ont. (Lake Erie), May 20 (G. Holland). 

Waterfowl—A_ great concentration of Whistling 
Swans at Turkey Point (Lake Erie, Ont.) , 





delayed. At Port 
(head of Lake Superior) 


migrants 


marsh 


April 2, contained 5000 birds (W. Giles, G. Lam- 
bert). Large assemblages of Gadwalls (69, April 
g) and Ruddy Ducks (622, April 24) at Point 


Pelee, were reported by W. W. H. Gunn. Individ- 
ual drake European Widgeons were recorded at 


Toronto (April 4), Hamilton (April 1), Long 
Point (April 1), Point Pelee (April 19), and 
Bradley's Marsh, Lake St. Clair and Port Arthur 
(May 12). ‘These represent more individuals of 


this species than have ever been reported in this 
region during any previous season, and again sug- 
gest an undiscovered North American breeding 
place for the European Widgeon. A female Harle- 
quin Duck, collected on March 27 at Salamanca, 
\lleghany State Park, N. Y., is reported by C. E. 
Congdon. Five Brant at Toronto on May 18 (G. 
Schaefer), a flock of 60 at Collingwood, south 
Bay, May 17 (A. J. Mitchener) and a 
flock of 75 at New Liskeard, Ont. (400 miles north 
of Toronto), May 26 (R. W. Trowern) indicate 
a previously-unsuspected south to north migration 
route in spring from Lake Ontario to James Bay. 
Brant have been increasing during the past cou- 
ple of decades at that season in various parts of 
southern Ontario. 

Gallinules.—A sight record of the Florida Galli- 
nule within the past couple of years at Jackfish, on 
the north shore of Lake Superior (D. Beacham) , 
has been followed by a specimen caught May 8 
at Gurney, go miles east of Port Arthur, by B. J. 
Schlumpf (forwarded to R.O.M.Z. by Col. L. S. 
Dear). These mark the most northerly records for 
Ontario. 


Georgian 
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At Rutherglen, near 


Shorcbirds—The extreme southwestern penin- 
sula of southern Ontario each May experiences a 
spring flight of Golden Plover of some proportions, 
This season a flock of 28 was seen at Point Pelee 
on the 6th (E. V. Stark, R. W. Trowern, J. L. 
Baillie) and a flock of g00 about the 15th at the 
mouth of the Thames River, Lake St. Clair (H. B. 
Wressell). Any reports of the Hudsonian Godwit 
worthy of note. This season 
King, near Toronto 


within our area are 
one was seen May 20-21 at 
(R. Risebrough) . 

Owls.—Four Richardson's Owls in the Fort Wil- 
liam area (head Lake Superior), March 29 to 
April 14, are reported by Dr. A. E. Allin. 

Goatsuckers and Flycatchers—A_ strong south- 
west blow on May 6 is suggested as responsible for 
the very early occurrence of several species in 
southern Ontario this season. Among these were 
individual Common Nighthawks at Point Pelee 
and (May 7), and a Yellow-bellied Fly- 
catcher at Toronto, May 6. Two Eastern Wood 
Pewees at New Liskeard, May go (R. W. Trow- 
ern), probably mark their most northerly Ontario 
occurrence. 

Nuthatches to Vireos. \ White-breasted Nut- 
hatch at New Liskeard, March 12 (R. W. Trow- 
ern), was another new northerly The first 
nest of the Bewick’s Wren for eastern Canada was 
found at Point Pelee (3 eggs, May 20) by W. W. H. 
Gunn. An interesting nesting occurrence of the 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (nest begun May 21) was 
reported from Port Colborne on the Ontario side 
of Lake Erie by Dr. G. B. White. The most north- 
erly record of the Warbling Vireo in Ontario was 
established (2 birds, May 24) by R. W. Trowern 
at Cobalt. 

Warblers—Perhaps attributable — to 
blows on March 27 and on May 6 were 3 Hooded 
Warblers (Voronto, March 28; Hamilton, March 
go; and Long Point, April 9); a Louisiana Water- 
thrush at Toronto, April 1; 2 Black-poll Warblers at 
Point Pelee, May 7; a Worm-eating Warbler at 
Toronto, May 7; 9 Yellow-breasted Chats at To- 
ronto, May 7 to 16; and 2 Prothonotary Warblers 
at Toronto, May 7 and 15. 

Finches —Two Dickcissels were reported in May 
in southern Ontario, one on the 7th at Long Pt. 
(H. Milnes) and one on the ggrd at Toronto (A. 
Lamsa). R. V. Lindsay established the most north- 
erly occurrence for Henslow’s Sparrow in On- 
tario (3 at Arden, May 28).—JAmrs L. BAILLir, 
Royal Ontario Museum of Zoology, Toronto. 


Toronto 


record. 


southerly 


APPALACHIAN JtTEGION,—The unusually mild 
weather of late winter was brought to an abrupt 
end on March 18-19 when the first of a series of 
cold fronts advanced across the Region. The re- 
mainder of March, the entire month of April and 
much of May was cold, and in most sections, wet. 
Femperatures throughout the latter half of March 
and the month of April averaged from four to six 
degrees below normal. Early migrants tended to 
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arrive late, but in May migration 
was near normal. In only a few 
sections were large waves of war- 
PifrSBuRGY cumepain blers noted, some of these at wide- 
a Lorkantoud ly separated dates. The mild 

cheat med)? winter appeared responsible for 
heavier than normal flights of 
waterfowl through eastern Ohio 
and western Pennsylvania. Good 
spring movements of hawks were 
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also observed. 






Loons, Grebes and Herons.— 
There appear to have been heav- 
icr than normal flights of Com- 
mon Loons through the Region 
during the spring. Six were seen 
on March 26 at Concord, Tenn., where the spe- 
cies is locally rare. ‘They were also common in 
the vicinity of Elkins, W. Va., during the first 
week of May; one being seen by the writer as late 
as May 14. Another was reported from Centre 
Co., Pa., on May 25. McLaughlin reported 47 on 
one lake in northeastern Ohio on one day. No re- 
ports were received of Red-throated Loons during 
the spring. Pied-billed and Horned Grebes were 
reported in normal numbers. There was a single 
record for Red-necked Grebe by McLaughlin for 
northeastern Ohio during the week of April 22. 
American Egrets remained through May tear the 
Bloomfield (Ohio) Great Blue Heron rookery and 
may be nesting. The same is suspected of the 
Black-crowned Night Heron. ‘The latter species 
is also reported by Clarke from near State College, 
Pa., for the second year. Yellow-crowned Night 
Herons were reported from Dayton, Va., from April 
22 to April 25 by Carpenter. A Least Bittern was 
seen in Bellefonte, Pa., on May 28 (Clarke). The 
American Bittern, seen at Knoxville, Tenn., by 
Howell, appeared on April 8, an early date. 

Swans and Geese—Whistling Swans flew over 
State College, Pa., on the nights of March 27 and 
29, their usual time. In Ohio, McLaughlin reported 
that the main flight was late, coming during the 
week-end of April 14. Canada Geese wintered in 
Ohio and in the Nacoochee Valley, Ga. At the 
latter point they tarried into March (Neal). Mi- 
gration through State College, Pa., was also in late 
March. In contrast to the recent flights of Blue 
and Snow Geese through the Appalachian Region, 
there is only one report of a Blue Goose, by 
McLaughlin for April 22. 

Ducks.—Due to the mild weather during early 
March, considerable movement of ducks was noted 
for the eastern portion of the Region during the 
first two weeks of the month. In northeastern Ohio, 
McLaughlin reports migration as late and _ scat- 
tered. Good numbers of Canvas-backs and Red- 
heads were reported. Old-squaws, generally un- 
common, were more numerous than usual. Several 
heavy flights of Ruddy Ducks were reported from 
Tennessee, Pennsylvania and Ohio. This also ap- 
pears to have been a good year for Buffle-heads, 

Hawks through  Rails.—Several_ good spring 
flights of hawks were noted. At Knoxville, Tenn., 








a flight on April 18 consisted of eight Cooper's 
Hawks, 41 Broad-winged Hawks, two Marsh Hawks, 
and two Ospreys. On April 23, a group of nine 
Broad-winged Hawks was seen at Huntington, 
W. Va., quite unusual for this area. Red-should- 
ered and Marsh Hawks were more common than 
usual in Canaan Valley, ‘Tucker County, W. Va., 
where both species apparently were breeding. There 
were very few spring records for the Pigeon Hawk 
in West Virginia. The writer saw one moving 
northward along the Allegheny Front in Tucker 
County during a snowstorm on April 20. The sec 
ond successive mild winter has had its effect on 
the Ruffed Grouse, Bob-white and Wild Turkey. 
Good breeding stock remains of all three species. 
Ihe Bob-white has made a_ noticeable recovery 
throughout the entire eastern half of West Vir- 
ginia. From all reports, rails and coots appear 
scarce. The King Rail was missed in northeastern 
Ohio for the first time in several years. On the 
other hand, the Florida Gallinule was reported 
from three widely separated points: Huntington, 
W. Va. (Edeburn) , Inwood, W. Va. (Miller) and 
State College, Pa. (Clarke). 

Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns.—The wet season 
caused flooding of many mud flat’ and reservoirs, 
so observations on the shorebird migration are 
scattered. Good numbers of both the Greater and 
Lesser Yellow-legs were reported throughout the 
Region. Ringed Plovers were seen frequently by 
the writer in West Virginia throughout the Alle- 
ghenies. Black-bellied and Golden Plovers were 
seen by Dressel in northeastern Ohio on May 2g. 
This year was good for Am. Woodcock and Wilson's 
Snipe. The Upland Sandpiper was reported from 
Dayton, Va., by Carpenter from April 19 to 29; 
from Luray, Va., by Liles on May 22; and from 
State College, Pa., on May 16. Liles considers the 
species a migrant, but its presence at this date 
would indicate a breeding bird. Breeding Upland 
Sandpipers were also reported from Inwood, W. Va., 
by Miller. Pectoral Sandpipers were more common 
than usual at Knoxville, Tenn. Western Sandpipers 
were still at Mosquito Lake at the end of May. 
Marshall saw the Marbled Godwit at Leetonia, 
Ohio, on May to and 11. A White-rumped Sand- 
piper, seen by Murray at Lexington, Va., on May 
22 is the third record for the county. There were 
three reports of Franklin’s Gull in eastern Ohio. 
Three Least ‘Terns, seen on Evan’s Lake, Ohio, on 
April 23 constitute a new record for the area. 

Cuckoos, Owls, Swifts—Both Black and Yellow- 
billed Cuckoos were late in arriving in the Alle- 
ghenies. Neither was encountered in the vicinity 
of Elkins until May 24 when the Yellow-billed was 
found by Mrs. DeGarmo at Beverly, W. Va., and 
the Black-billed by the writer in Tucker County. 
Even after this date both species appeared far be- 
low their normal numbers. The unusually heavy 
southern movement of owls last winter apparently 
included the Hawk Owl, as the species was re- 
ported by Marshall at Leetonia, Ohio, on the sur- 
prisingly late date of May 10. The Short-eared Owl 
remained near State College, Pa., until May 3. 
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Flycatchers through Vireos——A wave of Yellow- 
bellied Flycatchers came through State College, 
Pa., on the week-end of May 20 and 21. Olive- 


sided Flycatchers were also reported for this area 
on May 21, 22 and 2g. A heavy Eastern Kingbird 
migration was reported by Carpenter for Dayton, 
Va., on May 1g. At State College, Clarke states this 
species is declining in numbers as a breeding bird. 
Records for the Red-breasted Nuthatch at State Col- 
lege indicate that the species wintered in the area. 
and remained as late as May 14. ‘The House Wren, 
locally rare at Knoxville, Tenn., was seen on a num- 
ber of occasions; one still singing on June 5, so 
may be nesting. Olive-backed ‘Thrushes un- 
abundant in migration at Huntington, 
W. Va., in mid-May, and were heard by Murray 
around Lexington, Va., throughout May. Veeries 
were more than usual at Mt. Lookout, 
W. Va, Mav 4 to 29. A flock of Water 
Pipits was seen by Carpenter at Va., 
on April 2g. A Gray Shrike was seen by Clarke on 
March 18 in the Barrens near State College, Pa. 
The Philadelphia Vireo was reported from State 
College and the Youngstown, Ohio, area. 

Wood Warblers—The warbler migration appears 
to have varied markedly in different parts of the 
Region. At Demarest, Ga., Neal reported that 
there were few migrating warblers. In eastern Ohio, 
the list of species was practically complete, but no 
pronounced waves were noted. On the other hand 
there were reports of good warbler movement at 
State College, Pa., and from several points in West 
Virginia. In western Pennsylvania a small wave of 
early species arrived on April 29, the first big wave 
from May 4 to 6 and the biggest wave on May 14 
and 15. It is of interest to note that Breiding 
found a very pronounced wave at Elkins, W. Va., 
on May 13, most of which had disappeared by the 
following day. The 
abundant in 


were 
usually 


common 
from 100 


Montezuma, 


writer found migrating war- 
blers Braxton County, W. Va., on 
May 2 and 3. Edeburn reports a still earlier wave 
at Huntington, W. Va., on April 293. 
cies were unusually common or abundant; such as 
the Warbler at State College, Pa.; Myrtle 
Warbler at Lexington, Va.; Cape May at Morgan- 
town and Elkins, W. Va.; and the Palm Warbler at 
Mt. Lookout, W. Va. Rarities include the Orange- 
crowned Warbler at State College, Pa. and Youngs- 
town, Ohio; the Prothonotary Warbler near Mar- 
tinsburg, W. Va. (Miller), and Brewster's Warbler 
at Mt. Lookout, W. Va. 

Blackbirds through Finches.—Late winter and 
early spring were marked by the appearance of 
Evening Grosbeaks at a number of 
throughout the northern half of the region. At 
Elkins, W. Va., there were an estimated 75 birds 
present from Feb. 25 to May 11; at Lexington, Va., 
as many as go were from March 2 to April 
19; at State College, Pa., they were seen several 
times, last on May 2 (Smalley); near Youngstown, 
Ohio, there were 10 on April 2, and 12 on May 10 
(Richter) ; at Jackson’s Mill, W. Va., a single bird 
was seen by Tanner on April 28. The singing Blue 
Grosbeak, scen by Howell at Knoxville, Tenn., on 


Several spe 


Pine 


localities 


seen 
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May 7 
reported on May 6 and May 14 from State College, 
Pa. A group of Lark Sparrows was seen by the 
writer in Braxton County on May 4, the first re- 
cent record for the species in central West Vir- 
ginia. Pine-woods Sparrows were seen by Legg at 
Mt. Lookout on May 2. Three Lincoln’s Sparrows 
were present at State College, Pa., from May 7 to 
May 21. Buntings were particularly nu- 
merous around Youngstown, Ohio, where flocks as 
DrGarnuo, 


is a local rarity. Henslow’s Sparrows were 


Snow 


large as 


Elkins, W. 


1000) were reported. W. R. 
Va. 


WESTERN GREAT LAKES REGION. Che 


weather in the entire area during the spring mi- 

















gration was characterized by below normal tem- 
peratures, 
\o heavy precipi- 
ss — LonTario tation and 
7 pe a A 
ee high winds. A 
~ WIR snowfall of 3.2 
f inches was 
Ye Co recorded by 
\ > : ~~ ~ 
gn [Pete MICH the Minneap 
ee Magison | @Grand Rar olis, Minn., 
IM | wauKepe e* 
| _—_ | oe l ewe _ . 
iowa TTL * Weather Bu 
reau on April 
25 and another inch on April 29. ‘This was fol- 
lowed by high winds, reaching 52 m.p.h. on May 


\ This caused a heavy 
mortality on birds, and retarded migration con- 
siderably. did the northern 
lakes till quite late, causing a “piling up” of birds 


5 and 51 m.p.h. on May 6. 


The ice not leave 
in the southern part of the area. 


Loons and Grebes-On April 28 there were 27 


/ 
Loons Lake, a small 
Paul. This is the largest concentration 


Rosenwinkel 


Common counted on Como 
lake in St. 
ee, many years 
of observation. Loons remained in the Minneap- 
olis-St. Paul, Minn., area till the May. 
Three Red-throated Loons were reported from 
Iwo Rivers, Wis... on May 6 and a West- 
ern Grebe was reported for the same place and 
date (S. D. Robbins et al.). 


has seen there in 
middle of 


(Orians) 


Herons.—Three Am. Egrets were reported from 
Grant Co., Wis., May 14 (Mrs. Larkin) and a 
Snowy Egret seen under excellent conditions at 


Milwaukee, Wis., on May 21 (Jankowski et al.). 

Waterfowl—The migration of waterfowl ap- 
peared to follow a more normal schedule, despite 
the lateness of spring. Whistling Swans arrived in 
Minnesota the (early part of 
\pril) unusually large concentration of 
about 500 reported from Faribault, Minn. A con- 
centration of 5000 was reported at Sebewaing, Mich. 
(E. F, Kenaga). More than the usual number of 
Snow and Blue Geese were seen in Wisconsin dur- 
ing April and May (Robbins). In northern Michi- 
gan the Canada Geese began arriving March 10, 
weeks before the ice and snow had melted (C. J. 
Henry). On April 28 there was a record concen- 
tration for Como Lake, St. Paul, Minn., of go to 
100 Lesser Scaup (A. C. Rosenwinkel) . 

In Michigan heavy concentrations of ducks were 


about usual time 


with an 











consistently found on flooded farm fields giving 
an impression of an increase in the duck popula- 
tion (Mrs. Gladys Hall). A pair of European 
Widgeon were seen at Mazomanie, Wis., May 16 
(S. D. Robbins) . 

Birds of Prey—In Minnesota, the hawk migra- 
tion was poor but one observer counted 250 of sev- 
eral species on the forenoon of April 2 near St. 
Paul, Minn. (A. C. Rosenwinkel). A Swainson’s 
Hawk was seen as far east as Mazomanie, Wis., on 
April 27 (Robbins) . 

Rails.—Soras were exceedingly common in the 
Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minn., area during May 10 
to 18 and at Seney National Wildlife Refuge, 
Mich., Yellow Rails were seen in May and were not 
too uncommon residents (Henry). 

Shorebirds—The shorebird migration was about 
2g weeks late. On May 18 a heavy flight, including 
Ruddy Turnstones was recorded for the Kalama- 
zoo, Mich., area (Mrs. Gladys Hall). ‘The same ob- 
server reported Baird’s, Red-backed and Semi- 
palmated Sandpipers still present on May 2g. In 
Wisconsin a concentrated migration of shorebirds 
occurred on May g following the storm while the 
high winds of May 5 and 6 caused some unusual 
shorebirds to be seen in Wisconsin (Robbins). A 
flock of 6 Willets was seen at Two Rivers, Wis., 
May 6 (Pickett), 6 at Cedar Grove, May 7 (G. 
Orians), g at Port Washington, May 7 (Orians 
and Robbins), 1 at Madison, May 12 (Schorger) , 
and 2 at Milwaukee, May 16 (Mrs. Larkin). Red 
Knots, Baird’s Sandpipers, Marbled and Hudson- 
ian Godwits were also reported from Wisconsin. 
S. D. Robbins reported the biggest flight of Wil- 
son’s Phalaropes that he has ever seen in Wiscon- 
sin. Upland Sandpipers were seen at two places 
on the Seney Wildlife Refuge, Mich. (C. J. Henry) . 

Gulls and Terns.—A well-authenticated sight rec- 
ord of a Roseate Tern was made at Madison, Wis., 
on May 11 (N. R. Barger, W. E. Scott, $. Robbins) . 

Perching Birds——The high winds in the first 
week of May produced some unusual observations 
as well as a high bird mortality. A Western King- 
bird far from its western range was seen at Two 
Rivers, Wis., on May 6 (Marsh et al.). Over 140 
birds were found dead in the vicinity of Two 
Rivers, Wis., during and immediately after the 
storm. In the St. Paul-Minneapolis area the de- 
struction of Tree Swallows and Purple Martins 
after the April 2q blizzard received much newspa- 
per comment. One man reported 16 Purple Mar- 
tins dead in his martin house. A colony of about 
50 birds arrived at Dassel, Minn., on April 24 and 
after the storm as many as g dead were found in 
one room of a bird house. After the storm only 
one male from this colony remained alive (J. P. 
Jensen). A Mockingbird was reported at Two 
Rivers, Wis., on May 6 (Vogelsang et al.). Ruby- 
crowned and Golden-crowned Kinglets were seen 
near Minneapolis as early as April 1 (Paul C. 
Murphy) . 

Warbler migrations were concentrated and good 
in the Kalamazoo area of Michigan, where 12 spe- 
cies were in sight at one time (Gladys Hall) and 


farther north at Midland, Mich., the warbler mi- 
gration was good but late with none except the 
Myrtle Warbler seen in April (Kenaga). Mr. 
Kenaga reported a Brewster’s Warbler nesting on 
the ground, with the following notation “gold cap 
and wings, no black chin.” A _ Brewster’s War- 
bler was also seen at Mazomanie, Wis., on May 
14 (Hall). In Wisconsin, it was difficult to pick 
out any waves of warblers or distinguish any 
peaks, but the greatest number of species were 
seen on May 20 (S. D. Robbins). In Minnesota 
many waves of warblers were reported beginning 
on May 10, and an exceptionally large concentra- 
tion on May 19, somewhat later than in other years. 
The Myrtle Warblers predominated during the 
first period. A small group of Blue-winged War- 
blers was seen near St. Paul on May 7 (A. C. 
Rosenwinkel). Another Hooded Warbler was 
found dead in Sheboygan Co., Wis., on April 8 
(S. P. Mull) which makes a total of four birds 
which must have come north with the storm on 
March 27. <A Prairie Warbler was reported from 
Mazomanie, Wis., on May 15 (Robbins) and two 
observations of Kentucky Warblers, one at Madi- 
son, May 5 (Miles et al.) and one at Milwaukee, 
May 7 (Hehn & Thompson). Evening Grosbeaks 
reported in the southern part of the Region were 
seen at much later dates than usual; a flock of 10 
on May 17 at Midland, Mich. (Kenaga), May 16 
at Superior, Wis. (Mrs. Gates) and late April in 
Minnesota. 

\ll observers reported sparrows late in arriving. 
\ Sharp-tailed Sparrow was seen in Minneapolis 
on May 19 (Mrs. I. A. Lupient). A Leconte’s 
Sparrow was observed near Minneapolis on May 
6 (W. J. Breckenridge). A Field Sparrow and sev- 
eral Savannah Sparrows were seen near St. Paul 
on April 16 (Whitney Eastman) —HaArvey L. Gun- 
DERSON, Minnesota Museum of Natural History, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


MIDDLEWESTERN PRAIRIE REGION, — It 
was a cold spring until May. April was not only 
chilly but wet, except at the western edge of the 
Region. Vegeta- 
] tion was about 
‘' 1 two weeks be- 
hind schedule 
in late April 
but developed 
rapidly as tem- 
re peratures ap- 
"Neo proached nor- 
Psy, © mal in May. 
¥ S Probably the 
~ majority of mi- 
grants were a little tardy in arriving but this 
was by no means universally so. More note- 
worthy was the late departure of winter and 
early spring birds, particularly ducks. This fact 
may account for the remarkable counts by parties 
of observers at the height of the May migration. In 
Louisville, Ky., on May 7 all local records were 
broken when 158 species were counted; on May 
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1g and 14 near Lakeside, Ohio, the Toledo group 
counted 177 species in a restricted area, although 
individuals of most species were scarce and the 
and common shorebirds were en- 
tirely missing; on May 7 the St. Louis group ran 
up the amazing total of 214 species. Is there any- 
the continent many birds 
could be counted by several coordinated parties in 
[See Middle Atlantic Region, p. 236—Ed.]. 
In general, the May migration was good in Ken- 
tucky, Illinois, Missouri, and Iowa, with excep- 
tional concentrations of birds in the first week of 
May at approximately the lines of the Ohio and 
Missouri Rivers. Northward of this line in Indiana 
and Ohio, migrants were disappointingly few in 
numbers throughout the month. All in all, it was 
an interesting season with many rarities and yet 
with some ordinary birds unaccountably rare. 
Loons and Grebes.—The rare Red-throated Loon 
was seen at Calumet Lake near Chicago on April 
6 (Baldwin), and the even more rare Arctic Loon 
at the Indiana Dunes on Lake Michigan on May 
6 (Freeman). Eared Grebes were seen at Horse 
Lake East St. Louis on April 1 (Wil- 
helm and Henke); on May 7 at Lake Calumet near 
Chicago (Zusi and others); and near Cleveland on 
April 6 where it has been seen only three times 
previously in history (Hill). A Western Grebe at 
Lake Quivira near Kansas City on April 9 was the 
that area (Hedges) . 
Pelicans-Ibises—Twenty White 
Kentucky Lake from May 15 to 17, 
the state 


cuckoos several 


where else in where as 


a day? 


shoe near 


first on record in 


Pelicans were at 
the second rec- 
(Morse); and a 
remained for a time near Peoria 
Aurora Pond 
rarity at this date, al- 
though the bird is seen occasionally here in late 
summer. A White-faced Ibis was found on May 14 
at Mud Lake, Mo., Kansas City, the first in 
fifty vears in that area (Bishop and Hedges) . 

Geese and Ducks.—Conflicting reports about the 
spring movement of waterfowl make accurate sum- 
mary difficult if not impossible, but it appears that 
most observers were disappointed with the spring 
flight except at the northern boundary of this 
Region, where the ducks were held by the late 
thaw farther north; and also were augmented in 
numbers by migrants from the Atlantic Flyway. 

A great rarity on May 14 near Lakeside, Ohio, 
was a Brant, probably the fourth or fifth record 
for the state (Campbell, Van Camp, Anderson, 
Mayfield, and others); it feeding on fresh 
shoots of vegetation at the edge of a small marsh 
by Sandusky Bay. 

A Barnacle Goose was identified on March 26 
at St. Louis by five observers (Bedell and others) 
who observed the bird at length and were alert to 
the possibility of roughly similar aberrant plumages 
in the Blue Goose. One of the party (Ettinger) , 
who is employed at the St. Louis Zoo, ascertained 
that none had escaped from that collection. It is 
believed that this is the farthest that the 
species has ever been recorded in North America. 

Five Cinnamon Teal were discovered on April 1 


ord in modern times for 
flock of about 7-5 


49 
(Luthy). A Snowy Egret on May 7 at 
near Cleveland 


/ 
Was a great 


neal 


Was 


west 
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at St. Louis (Van Benthuysen) . Wid- 
geon were seen at five locations: at Kansas City on 
March and 26 (Bishop and others); at Cin- 
cinnati on March 25 (Randle); at Buckeye Lake, 
Ohio, on March 19 (Claugus, Schuer) ; at Castalia, 
March 1 (Van Camp); and at Cleveland 


European 
on 
al 
o1 


Ohio, on 


on April 1 (Klein). American Scoters, 3 males, 
were seen by ten observers on May 14 at Wau- 
kegan, Ill. (Zusi) . 

Cranes and Gallinules—The maximum count 


of Sandhill Cranes reached 629 on April 1. at 
the traditional spring staging point in the Jasper- 
Pulaski Indiana. hundred 


acres of wasteland, surrounded by 


area of Here in a few 
sandy, marsh 
rich, populous farmland, the birds gather every 
vear in late March before resuming their northward 
only place in this Region 
may be seen regularly. A 
Purple Gallinule was captured alive on April 25 
at Washington Court House, Ohio, and taken to 
Ohio State University. It is the second occurrence 


migration. It is the 
where Sandhill Cranes 


of this bird in central Ohio (Hooker and Borror) . 
\ Florida Gallinule at Beardstown, Ill., on May 7 
was the first for that area (EFifert). 


Shorebirds—Flooded fields in the southern part 
of the Region in April and May gave many interior 
locations their best shorebird flight in many years 

at the expense, apparently, of the usual mud- 

the larger lakes where shore- 
than usual. In Ken- 
particularly, there were several local firsts. 


flats and beaches of 


birds were scarcer southern 
tucky 
However, the biggest shorebird event was the great 
flight of Am. Golden Plover beginning in Kentucky 
and southern [linois about March 15 and reaching 
its peak in northern Ohio about May 1. During 
April, Am. Golden Plover were to be seen by the 
hundreds in plowed fields at widely scattered locali- 
ties in central Indiana and Ohio, and on May 2 
near Toledo, Van Camp counted 5000. 

From a long list of rarities we can select just a 
few: at Bowling Green, Ky., a White-rumped Sand- 
piper on May 24, the third record for the state, 
and a Western Sandpiper on May 14, the first rec- 
ord away from the Falls of the Ohio (Summerfield, 
Wilson, and Lovell); Buff-breasted Sandpiper on 
May 7 at Springfield, Ill. (Eifert); Marbled God- 
wit on May 1 at Chicago (Baldwin, Draheim, and 
Bartel) and on May 7 at Kansas City (Bishop and 
Hedges) ; Hudsonian Godwit on May 1 at St. Louis 
(Peterson and Comfort) and numerous reports in 
May at Kansas City with a maximum count of 12 


birds at one time; Am. Avocet on April 29 at St. 


Louis (Comfort). 

Guils——Franklin’s Gulls in’ breeding plumage 
were seen at Springfield (5) from April 20 to 24, 
the first in eleven years; and at Peoria (2) on 


April 16 (Luthy). 

Owls and Goatsuckers.—At Chicago a Burrowing 
Owl was found on May 6 and a Chuck-will’s-widow 
on May 7 (Stephenson, Nork, Clark, and others). 
These species appeared just after a period of torna- 
does and dust storms on the Great Plains. Did the 
atmospheric disturbance cause these birds to come 
so far out of their normal range or was this just a 














chance occurrence of wandering individuals? 
Perching Birds—Vhe most interesting phenom- 
enon of the spring was the simultaneous appearance 
of a small number of insectivorous migrants in late 
March at widely scattered points. Bear in mind that 
the spring was unusually late, foliage had not yet 
begun to appear, and ice was still floating in Lake 
Erie. ‘The reminiscent of a 
similar flight in the first week of April 1947, ex- 
cept that in 1950 only two species, White-eyed 
Vireo and Hooded 
Climatological conditions 
March 25, 
Colorado 


circumstances were 


Warbler, were involved. 

similar in both 
1950, there was a barometric 
high over Ohio, with 
winds north to Tennessee. Then 
on March 26 and 27, as the low advanced across the 


were 
vears. On 
low over and a 


strong southerly 


Plains to Wisconsin and the high moved across the 
Middle 
reached up to the 


Atlantic states, the strong northward draft 
Great Lakes. A White-eyed 
dead in a garage at West La- 
Ind., on March 26 (Burr) and one was 
seen in Pickaway County, Ohio, on April 1 
(Rickly). A Hooded Warbler was found at Chi- 
cago on March 27 (Nice) and on March go at Crab 
Orchard Lake in southern Illinois (Bush) ; one was 
discovered on March 28 taking refuge in a garage 
at Put-in-Bay, Ohio (Trautman); one on April 6 
at Rockford, Ill. (Schenck and Van Duzer); and 
three were seen at different locations in or near Co- 
lumbus, Ohio, one on March go (found dead) and 
April 2 (Swinebroad, Roederer, Claugus, 
These arrivals ahead 
of the earliest previous records for central Ohio; 
full month ahead of the earliest for northern Ohio. 

In the hope that this note may stimulate further 
investigation of what may be America’s rarest war- 
bler, we are offering a sight record of a Bachman’s 
Warbler, knowing that this report may not be fully 
accepted unless confirmed by further evidence. On 
April 25 at Crab Orchard National Wildlife Refuge 
in southern Illinois, Lee Bush of the Fish and 
Wildlite staff there saw a_ black-capped 
litthe warbler which he took to be a Wilson’s War- 
bler until he saw its black throat. Then realizing 
the possibility of its being a Bachman’s Warbler, 


Vireo was found 


favette, 


two on 


Schuer) . were three weeks 


Service 


he had several more minutes of observation and 
became convinced of his identification before the 
bird vanished into the thicket. This is less than 


100 miles from the swamps of southeastern Mis- 
souri where the bird formerly nested and may still 
be found. 

Other features of the spring were the scarcity of 
cuckoos east of Illinois and the great numbers of 
Tennessee Warblers throughout the Region. I be- 
lieve it would be an accurate statement to say that 
most observers in Indiana and Illinois had not seen 
cuckoo by June 1. The Tennessee Warbler 
must be increasing; it was even more numerous 
than last many lists was the most 
numerous warbler in the spring migration. 

Here were the outstanding rarities: Am. Magpie 
on April 20 at Quincy, Ill. (Musselman) ; Sprague’s 
Pipit on April 23 at St. Louis (Conyers); a sing- 
ing Bell’s Vireo at Lafayette, Ind. (Davis) on May 


one 


year and on 


29; Lawrence’s Warbler on May 7 at St. Louis (Com- 
fort) and on the same day at Lafayette (Burr) ; 
a Brewer's Blackbird collected on May 18 in Noble 
Co., Ind., by R. E. Mumford; Lazuli Bunting on 
May 7 at St. Louis (Comfort); Evening Grosbeak 
from April 29 to May 2 at Lafayette, the first rec- 
ord since 1900 (Burr); Leconte’s Sparrow on April 
16 at Chicago (Nork); Pine-woods Sparrow from 
May 1 to 17 at Lafayette, the first in 40 years, and 
at Cleveland for several days in early May (Spare) ; 
Harris’s Sparrow on May 7 at Springfield (Eifert) , 
on May 8 at Chicago, and on May 10 at Quincy 
(Musselman) —HAROLD MAYFIELD, 2557 Portsmouth 
Avenue, Toledo, Ohio. 


CENTRAL SOUTHERN REGION,—A region of 
wide geographical extent, comprising parts or the 
whole of six states, is not likely to display uniform 
climatic condi 
tions, especial- 
ly in the 
spring months. 
The weather 
in the eastern 
section, in the 
present pe- 








riod, was cool 
in April but 
above normal 
in warmth 
during May. Relief from the winter drought was only 
partially obtained by the excessive precipitation of 
April, and the ponds and creeks continued to con- 
tain little water. In the western section, however, 
both abnormally warm and abnormally cool tem- 
peratures prevailed at stations not far apart, and 
some sections were overly supplied with rain while 
others were not. 














Cold-front storms passed through 
the Region with usual regularity, but only in a 


few instances were observers able to study fully 
their effects. In general, transient migrants were 
very slow in arriving, but once here, many were 


recorded with greater frequence, as well as on late1 
dates, than ever before. The unusual number of 
“northers” in May was presumably responsible for 
the detection of the late flights, since the appear- 
ance on the ground in spring of large numbers of 
migrants is usually, if not invariably, associated 
with cold-front storms. In some years many tran- 
sient migrants go undetected in May, for then the 
weather is typically clear day in and day out. In 
clear weather, as telescopic studies at night of 
birds passing before the moon have shown, mi- 
grants move northward nightly in numbers over 
the coastal plain. But as large as these night flights 
sometimes may be, they fail to produce daytime 
concentrations on the ground until certain meteor- 
ological forces associated with cold-front storms are 
brought to bear. Then, and only then, does a 
“piling up” of migrants result. Under these condi- 
tions migrants appear on the ground in concentra- 
tions that attract the field observer and the record- 
ing of a “migration wave’’ takes place. 


Petrels through Herons.—Wilson’s Petrel, of 
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which there are few records anywhere in the Guif, 
and then usually in June and July, appeared be- 
tween 15 and go from Pensacola 
about May 1 and was seen several times during the 
month and on May go, when 4 individuals were 
counted (C. C. Gunter). The occurrence of large 
fields of sargassum weed in northern Gulf waters 
probably accounts for the early arrival of these 
visitors from the southern hemisphere. Small num- 
bers of Gannets remained in waters off-shore from 
Pensacola through April and until May 7, which 
late (F. M. Weston). Close to 5000 Mag- 
Frigate-birds were present in the 
vicinity of the large Brown Pelican colony on 
North Island, in Chandeleur Sound, on May 31 
(D. M. Bradburn). An estimated 
at the same place on June 11, 1941 (T. D. Bur- 
leigh, M. L. Miles and Lowery). An extremely 
worthwhile undertaking would be a_ vear-around 
study of this situation, to determine, if possible, 
what attracts such a large concentration of frigate- 


miles off-shore 


is very 


nificent again 


10,000 were seen 


birds to North Island, what ecological relationships 
exist between these birds and the pelicans, and 
whether at least some frigate-birds might not nest 
there. Green Herons arrived on schedule at New 
Orleans on March 1g (John Chapin), but failed to 
appear at Pensacola before April 4 (10 days late), 
or at Birmingham before May 1 
late). 

Ducks through Doves.—A long list of ducks that 
stayed later than ever before is as follows: Gadwall, 
New Orleans, April g (Chapin); Pintail, Baton 
Rouge, April 3 (Leslie Glasgow) ; Blue-winged Teal 
at Baton Rouge, May 19 (Mr. and Mrs. R. B. 
Moore), and at Birmingham, June 5 (Thomas 
\. Imhof); Shoveller, Baton Rouge, March 19 
(Glasgow); Lesser Scaup, White River Refuge, 
Ark., May go (Peter J. Van Huizen) ; Ring-necked 
Duck, Rouge, April 19 Am. 
Golden-eye at Whecler Refuge, Ala., April 24 
(W. E. Jernigan and Imhof), and at Pensacola, 
\pril 16 (Weston); Buftle-head, Pensacola, May 7 
(Weston) ; Ruddy Duck, False River, La., May 7 
(Moores) ; Old-squaw, at False River, La., March 8 
(Glasgow), at Pensacola, April g (Weston), at 
Horn Island, Miss., April 8 (Bradburn), and at a 
point 10 miles off Gulf Beach, Bay Co., Fla., April 
15 (Wm. W. Griffin). The Horn Island record of 
the Old-squaw consisted of 7 males and 2 females. 
Although the Hawk is sometimes fairly 
common on the Gulf coast in fall and early winter, 
it is rare at other seasons. One was seen at Gulf 
Beach, Bay Co., Fla., on April 16 (Chapin) and at 
Birmingham on April 2 (Imhof). The Am. Oyster- 
catcher, which is very rare and local in Lousiana, 
was seen at Isle au Pitre (2) on May 22 to 23, and 
at North Island (4 to 6) on May g1 (Bradburn). 
A large number of shorebirds either arrived later 
or stayed longer in certain localities than ever be- 
fore. They are: Ringed Plover, Wheeler Refuge, 
Ala., May 14 (Imhof); Wilson’s Plover, Pensacola, 
April 15 (Mrs. J. F. Wernicke) ; Solitary Sandpiper 
and Lesser Yellow-legs, April 6 and 7, respectively, 
at Pensacola, both 3 weeks late (Weston). Some 


(a good 3 weeks 


Baton 


(Glasgow) ; 


Pigeon 
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shorebird rarities are: 8 White-rumped Sandpipers 
at Longview, Miss., near Memphis, May 20, the 
first mid-South spring record since 1936 (R. Demett 
Smith) ; 3 Marbled Godwits, on North Island, La., 
May 31 (Bradburn) and 1 at the Wheeler Refuge, 
\la., April 16 to 17 (J. H. Sutherlin and others) ; 
5 Am. Avocets and 2 Wilson’s Phalaropes near 
Creole, La., April 29 (Horace H. Jeter). Eight to 
10 Gull-billed Terns and 3 Ground Doves at Gulf 
Beach, Fla., April 15 to 16 (Griffin) are also note- 
worthy. 
Goatsuckers through Sparrows.—Although — the 
Chuck-will’s-widow arrived in central Alabama and 
in Arkansas on schedule (Walker Co., Ala., March 
29, Perry, and White River Refuge, Ark., April 6, 
Van Huizen), it did not appear on the coast itself 
at Pensacola until April 10. Common Nighthawks, 
which are ordinarily abundant in spring at Pensa- 
cola, rare this This 
scarcity may or may not be associated 


were year. unprecedented 
with the 
reported scarcity of the species in Georgia and tie 


eastern Carolinas in the summer of 1949. Chimney 


Swifts did not reach Birmingham until April 9, 
nor the White River Refuge in Arkansas, until 
\pril 12, even though large numbers had_ been 


present in the central Gulf coast section since the 
srd_ week of March. Kingbirds arrived at 
their known westernmost breeding locality, at Pen- 
sacola, on April 23, earlier than ever before. ‘The 
ultimate discovery of 


Gray 


furthes 
however, is predictable, since it has been recorded 
in migration at sea over the Gulf at a point im- 
mediately south of the delta of the 
River. The Eastern Wood Pewee seen at Century, 
Fla., April 16 (Mrs. A. L. Whigham) 
very late arrival date for this species in that sec- 


this species west, 


Mississippi 


represents a 


tion. Likewise Barn Swallows did not appear in 
the Pensacola area until April 16, although they 
arrived far inland much earlier (Danville, La., 
April 7, Robert ‘Pucker) . 


\ long list of other land birds arrived later on 
staved longer than ever before. ‘This was striking- 
ly so at Pensacola, as the following indicate: Soli- 
tary Vireo, April 2 Red-eved 
Vireo, April 1 arrival but extremely abun- 
dant on April 14 following a cold-front storm) ; 
Black and White Warbler, April go (late depar- 
ture); Prothonotary Warbler, April 5 (10 days late 
in arriving); Yellow Warbler, May 16 (late de- 
parture) ; Myrtle Warbler, May 5, at Century, 45 
miles north of Pensacola, Mrs. Whigham (very late 
departure) ; Hooded Warbler, April 6 (at least 10 
days late in arriving); Summer Tanager, April 2 
(later than usual; extremely abundant in big flight 
on April 14); Am. Goldfinch, April 21, Purple 
Finch, May 1, and White-throated Sparrow, May 
6, all at Century, Fla., and all late departures (Mrs. 
Whigham). Every one of the late arriving tran- 
sients in the Pensacola area appeared, however, at 
one or more stations inland on earlier dates, there- 
by illustrating again the phenomenon known as the 
“coastal hiatus.” Miscellaneous noteworthy rec- 
ords are: Bell’s Vireo near Curtis, La., May 6 
(Jeter) and at El Dorado, Ark., May 6 (A. J. 


(late departure) ; 
(late 


we 


Hoiberg); a male and female Lazuli Bunting at 
Commerce, Tex., on April go (Mrs. Sarah S. 
O'Neil); Lark Sparrow at Lakeview, Miss., near 
Memphis, April 6 (Smith). Also worthy of record 
is the report by Wm. W. Griffin of 3 Parula War- 
blers and 1 Blackburnian Warbler seen by him 10 
to 15 miles off-shore from Gulf Beach, Bay Co., 
Fla., on April 15. The birds were observed near 
12:00 M., under a cloudless sky, with wind north 
8 to 12 m.p.h. Each bird flew past or circled the 
boat and then flew directly north toward shore 
and was “making good time against the headwind.” 
The most recent cold-front storm to this date was 
one which passed the coast before noon on April 
1g and was responsible for the inundation of the 
coastal area with migrants on April 13 and 14.— 
Grorce H. Lowery, JR., Museum of Zoology, Louis- 
lana State University, Baton Rouge, La. 


NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION,—The 
year 1950 may well go down as the year without a 
spring. ‘The long severe winter was extremely re- 
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luctant to give up, snow storms and cold weather 
continuing well into May. Ice remained on_ the 
lakes and pot holes longer than usual and vegeta- 
tion was late in starting its growth. A few of the 
birds arrived on schedule but the peak migrations 
were generally late. Even then many migrants were 
caught by bad weather and in some cases there was 
a high mortality, especially of Purple Martins. 

Grebes through Cormorants——Eight hundred 
Fared Grebes arrived all at once at Bowdoin ref- 
uge, Malta, Mont., on April 28 (Leon Snyder). 
Phe peak population of 3500 White Pelican dur- 
ing the first part of May at Bowdoin Refuge (LS) 
and 7oo at Sand Lake Refuge, Columbia, $. Dak. 
(Clair ‘T. Rollings) appeared to be normal. Five 
hundred Double-crested Cormorants were recorded 
at Sand Lake on April go. F. 

Herons and Bitterns—A Green Heron was seen 
at Lower Souris Refuge, Upham, N. Dak., on June 
7 (Merrill Hammond). Am. Bitterns were more 
plentiful than usual in the Kenmare area (RTG). 

Waterfowl—The continued cold weather and 
late snow storms disrupted the waterfowl migration 
so that it was practically impossible to compare 
trends with previous years in North and South 


Dakota. ‘The largest numbers of Whistling Swans 
were reported from near Regina, Sask. (Doug Gil- 
roy). One flock of 600 was observed on a 2o0-acre 
slough and another of 250 was seen on a 4-acre 
slough in that vicinity the first week in May. At 
LaCreek Refuge, Martin, S$. Dak., 200 Canada Geese 
arrived on Feb. 17. The population built up to 
an estimated 10,000 by March 10 and continued 
high until March 29. ‘They were held to this area 
longer than usual by the unfavorable weather 
(Kenneth Krumm). Canada Geese arrived at Sand 
Lake Refuge on March 6 but were driven out by 
a severe storm the next day. They reappeared on 
March 23, building up to a peak on April 13. At 
that time the total goose population was 250,000 
which included Snow Geese, Blue Geese, White- 
fronted Geese and Canada Geese (CTR). The 
peak concentration of Canada Geese at Long Lake 
Refuge, Moffit, N. Dak., was on April 16 when 
1000, were noted (Homer Bradley). The peak 
goose concentration at Medicine Lake Refuge, 
Medicine Lake, Mont., occurred on April 15 when 
goo Canada and 14,000 Snow Geese were present. 
There was a small number of Blue Geese with the 
Snow Geese (Gene Crawford). Bowdoin Refuge 
recorded a peak of 5000 Canada Geese on April 3, 
about half being in the refuge and half in the 
pot holes and lakes in the surrounding area (LS). 
There were large concentrations of Snow and Blue 
Geese near Brookings, $. Dak., from April 9 to 15 
(Dr. L. M. Stahler). Arrowwood Refuge, Kensal, 
N. Dak., reported a peak of gooo Snow and Blue 
Geese on April 28 (Nelius Nelson). An estimated 
30,000 were seen in Devils Lake, N. Dak., region on 
the afternoon of April 22 (RTG). In most parts 
of the region the ducks were late in arriving. It is 
probable that there was a dispersal to the smaller 
pot holes and sloughs immediately on arrival thus 
accounting for the absence of large concentrations 
usually seen in some areas. As before mentioned, 
the migration was so irregular that it was impos- 
sible to compare trends with other years. At La- 
Creek Refuge the duck population as a whole was 
similar to last year although there was some varia- 
tion in numbers of species. Gadwall, Pintail and 
Canvas-back showed a decline, while Am. Widgeon 
and Green-winged Teal showed some increase. The 
main flight was from March g to April 10 (KK). 
The peak concentration at Sand Lake occurred be- 
tween March 29 and April 15 when the population 
was 160,000 with Mallards and Pintails predomi- 
nating (CTR). Medicine Lake Refuge reported a 
population of 62,000 ducks on April 15 of which 
26,000 were Pintails (GC). Bowdoin reported an 
increase in Pintails during migration. They 
reached a peak of 65,000 on April 11. On April 6 
the Pintail population at Long Lake Refuge was 
30,000 which was also a large increase (HB). Lower 
Souris Refuge reported an 80% drop in migrating 
Mallards and Pintails and the total duck popula- 
tion was also below last year (MH). Arrowwood 
Refuge showed a noticeable decrease in Mallard 
and Gadwall migrants (NN). A Barrow’s Golden- 
eye recorded on Sand Lake Refuge, April 12 was 
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that area. 
most 


a new record for 

Hawks.—In Swainson’s Hawks 
were below normal numbers. They were common 
near Jamestown, N. Dak. (Bruce Harris) and near 
Bismarck, N. Dak., during the first half of May 
(Robert Randall). Twelve Red-tailed Hawks were 
recorded near Minot, N. Dak., on April 12 (Stan- 
ley Saugstad). Sparrow Hawks became common in 
southwestern South Dakota after April 10. There 
were several reports of Sparrow Hawks entering 
barns and other buildings either for shelter from 
inclement food. Several 
were found dead. In some cases House Sparrows 
were taken in the dooryard. 

Cranes, Rails, Coots. 
large flight of Sandhill Cranes was Medicine Lake 
Refuge where an estimated 20,000 were seen going 
\ King 
Rail was recorded near Sioux Falls, S$. Dak., on May 
10 (Herman F. Chapman). Soras increased at 
Canton, S. Dak. (W. B. Mallory) and at the Upper 
Souris Refuge, Foxholm, N. Dak. (Frederick Cun- 
ningham). Am. Coots arriving at the Waubay 
Refuge, Waubay, S. Dak., at the usual time found 
it difficult to food in the half 
frozen marshes. They were observed in large flocks 
foraging in the fields much like domestic fowl and 
much as half a mile from water 
(Frederick T. Staunton). Coots were also seen con- 
gregating by the hundreds in pastures near Sioux 
Falls, S. Dak. (Dr. John D. Donahoe) . 

Shorebirds—In_ general the migra- 
tion was disappointing over most of the area. Only 


areas the 


weather or in search of 


The only area to report a 


over the refuge from April 11 to 18 (GC). 


obtain sufficient 


were seen as 


shorebird 


small flocks of Am. Golden Plover were reported 
from scattered areas. \ few were seen on the 
flooded meadows within the city limits of Winni- 


peg, Man., between May 21 and 27 (Richard Sut- 
ton). Ruddy Turnstones observed in the 
following places: 8 at Long Lake Refuge, May 25 
(HB); 3 near Sioux Falls, $. Dak., on May 20 
(TDD); 1 Bismarck, N. Dak., on May 21 
(RR); 1 Madison, Minn., on May 5 (Mrs. 
C. E. Peterson). Sand Lake Refuge reported an in- 
crease in migrating Wilson’s Snipe (CTR). Six 
Wilson’s Snipe were observed, April 27, on a 5-mile 
stretch of road Bismarck, N. Dak., and 18 
were seen on the same road, May 4 (RR). There 
was also an increase at Wauchope, Sask. (Mrs. John 
Nixon). A Red-backed Sandpiper was noted near 
Spiritwood Lake, N. Dak., on May 15 and one was 
seen near Wishek, N. Dak., on May 24 (BH). 
Marbled Godwits reached a peak population of 
1000 at Medicine Lake Refuge on May 15 (GC). 
Hudsonian Godwits were recorded from Winnipeg, 


were 


neal 
neat 


neal 


Man., May 21 to 27 (RS); Madison, Minn. (Mrs. 
CEP) ; Spiritwood Lake, N. Dak. (BH) and Wau- 


bay Refuge, Waubay, S. Dak. (FTS). 

Doves, Owls.—There was an increase in Mourning 
Doves at Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, Mont.; Bismarck, 
N. Dak.; Sioux Falls, 8. Dak., and Canton, S. Dak. 
\ Snowy Owl was still present at Long Lake Refuge 
on April 21 and at Upper Souris Refuge on May 1. 

Flycatchers through Shrikes.—Eastern Kingbirds 
were numerous at Bowdoin Refuge by May 15. The 
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peak migration at Kenmare, N. Dak., occurred on 
June g when they were abundant. Western King- 
birds failed to appear at LaCreck Refuge, Martin, 
S. Dak. (KK); Brookings, $. Dak. (LMS); Rapid 
City, 8. Dak. (Harry Behrens) and Canton, S$, Dak. 
(WBM). They were also less common in migra- 
tion in western North Dakota. Purple Martins ap- 
peared at their nesting boxes at the usual time in 
Due to the unseasonable weather no 
insects available and numbers were 
found dead in and about This con- 
dition was reported from Spiritwood Lake, N. Dak. 
(BH); Hankinson, N. Dak. (Rev. G. E. Bierens) ; 
Brookings, $. Dak. (LMS) and Sioux Falls, S. Dak. 
(JDD). At Sioux Falls most of the casualties were 
males (HFC). Many Am. Robins were found dead 
in the Brookings, $. Dak., area after the April snow 
Hermit 
usual over most of the 
Olive-backed 
part of the region but in most instances they ar- 
rived later Fifteen 
vard on June 6, a very late date, and one was still 
present on June 13. A single record of the Moun- 
tain Bluebird on the Des Lacs Refuge, Kenmare, 
N. Dak., was very disappointing as they usually 
migration 


most places. 
were large 


their houses. 


Thrushes were more common than 
The migration of 
Thrushes was good over the greater 


storms. 
area. 


than usual. were seen in our 


occur here in good numbers during 
(Carl Fermanich). Water Pipits were present in 
fair numbers near Bismarck, N. Dak., on May 4 
(RR). The last Bohemian 
Waxwings reported was at Wymbleton, N. Dak., 
on April 23 (BH). Loggerhead Shrikes were abun- 
dant in southwestern South Dakota during the first 
half of May (KK) 
through northwestern North Dakota on May 13. 


The Warbler mi 


observation of the 


and there was a decided wave 


Warblers through Sparrows. 


gration was very spotty. An excellent wave oc- 
curred at Sioux Falls, S$. Dak., on May 1g (J. S. 
Findley) and at Canton, S. Dak., on May 19 
(WBM). A> Scarlet Tanager at North Portal, 
Sask., on Mav 18 was the first one ever recorded 
there (Munro Dunbar) and one seen at Yorkton, 
Sask., on May 21 made a new record for that re- 
gion. A dead one was found near Roche Percee, 
Sask., on May 21 (MD). Individual Scarlet ‘Tana- 


gers were recorded at Bismarck on May 26 and at 
Sioux Falls on May 10. On May 18, a Black-headed 
Grosbeak was recorded at North Portal, Sask., and 
7 Purple Finches were seen at Kenmare on May 8. 
They remained for days. Fox Sparrows 
were reported from most of the region and seemed 
to be present in larger numbers.—Dr. AND Mrs. 
R. T. GamMMeLt, Kenmare, N. Dak. 


several 


SOUTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.— 
Weather was unusually dry and cool over much of 
the region, particularly in April and early May. 
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the lack of west forced the migrants 


eastward. 


water in the 


Loons and Grebes—Common Loons were re- 
ported to be numerous at Topeka, Kan. (Carson) , 
several were seen at the Salt Plains Wildlife Refuge 
near Cherokee, Okla. (J. C. Creager) and at Tulsa, 
Okla. (Tulsa Audubon Soc.). Horned Grebes were 
Brule, Neb., where they 
(Benckeser). One 


Fopeka (Dittemore and Freese) . 


moderately common. at 
also re- 

Eared 
Grebes were also seen more frequently than usual, 
Topeka (Carson), Tulsa (Rey- 
and E. Letson), at Oklahoma City 
(Phillip Griffing, reporting for the members of 
the Auchincloss Bird Club) and at Stillwater 


are usually rare was 


ported at 
being reported at 


nolds, Ginte1 


(Baumgartner) . 


Herons and Ibises—Both American and Snowy 
Ferets and Little Blue Herons invaded Okla. in 
\pril and May. Normally these species are found 
only after the nesting season. An Ibis (probably 
White-faced) was seen at Colorado Springs (Wag- 
ner). ‘These records north of the normal range 
may reflect unfavorable water conditions. 

Geese and Ducks.—The goose flight was better 


Snow 
and Blue Geese were seen in large flocks, number- 
ing up to 1000 birds from Feb. 19 to March 15 at 
Topeka (Carson). Snow Geese visited alfalfa and 
wheat fields so regularly near Stillwater that spring 
poachers became active. Two cripples were brought 
in and several more were reported (F. M. Baum- 
gartner). Canada Geese remained late at the Salt 
Plains Refuge; a few were still present in early 
June (Van den Akker). The duck flight was fair 
to good according to most reports. The migration 
peak at Tulsa occurred on March 19 and 20 when 
15 species were listed (Tulsa Aud. Soc.).  Un- 
usual distribution records included the Old-squaw 
at Tulsa, which spent the winter and was last seen 
on April 8 (B. Smith and M. Hagen). Ducks came 
eariy and stayed late on the reservoirs in Oklahoma 
(Dodson) . \ Blue-winged Teal at Stillwater on 
March 2 constituted the earliest record in that 
locality. Four Greater Scaup were seen at Topeka 


than average according to most observers. 


(Carson) and 12 were reported at Okla. City 
(Griffing) . 
Hawks.—The hawk migration was rather un- 


eventful with no large concentrations of any species 
Rough-legged Hawks were reported at 
several localities in Oklahoma. A Bald Eagle was 
seen at Topeka (Carson), and a Golden Eagle was 
reported in the same locality (Huxman). Ospreys 
were reported to be increasing in several localities, 
probably due to the construction of lakes. 
Peregrine Falcons were seen at Brule (Benckeser) , 
at ‘Topeka (Carson) and at Wister Lake, Wister, 
Okla. (Norman). 

Quail and Marsh Birds.—Bob-whites were re- 
ported to be scarce at Azle, Tex. (Klebold) and at 
Fort Worth (McCart). In Oklahoma and Kansas 
Bob-white populations were average due to light 
winter losses. Sandhill Cranes were reported only 
at Lawrence, Kan. (Carson) and at Stillwater where 
a crippled bird was brought in (Baumgartner) and 
two were seen flying over town (W. J. Frank). 
King Rails seen at Dallas, Tex., on May 2 and 4 
have been nesting (T. O. Clark). A Sora 
was seen at Brule, the first record in that locality 
(Benckeser). At Dallas, this species was reported 
to be more plentiful than usual (Mrs. T. E. Win- 
ford, reporting for the Paisano and Sunday Morn- 
ing Bird Clubs). A Florida Gallinule was seen at 
Lawrence, Kan. (Chewning) and both Florida and 
Purple Gallinules were reported at Dallas (W). 

Shorebirds. — Ringed Plovers were unusually 
common at Topeka (Carson). Am. Golden Plovers 
were seen in Oklahoma at Tulsa (Davis), on the 
Garnett Prairie in Tulsa Co. (Smith and Ginter) 
and at Stillwater (A. M. and F. M. Baumgartner) . 
Species of sandpipers usually considered rare were 
found regularly in a number of localities on the 
eastern portion of the Plains. Lowered water levels 
created broad mud flats that attracted and held 
thousands of shorebirds in April and early May. 
Unusual distribution records included the Am. 
Woodcock at Topeka (Nelson), at Oklahoma City 
(Griffing) and at Vinita, Okla. (Clark). Upland 
Sandpipers were more common than usual at Fort 
Worth (McCart) but peculiarly, were not seen at 
Dallas where they are usually fairly common (Win- 
ford). Willets were seen at Topeka (Carson) and 
at Oklahoma City (Griffing). A Dowitcher 
seen at Dallas (Winford) ; 200 were seen on April 
go at Oklahoma City (Griffing); 4 were seen at 


reported. 


new 


may 


was 


Stillwater (Baumgartner) . A Hudsonian Cur- 
lew was seen May 18-22 at Wister Lake (Nor- 
man). Stilt Sandpipers were reported at Topeka 


and at Wister Lake (Norman). A 
Marbled Godwit showed up at Topeka (Fisher and 
Holcom). Several Hudsonian Godwits were seen 
in May at Wister Lake (Norman). Three Sander- 
lings were seen at Dallas (Winford) and Ruddy 
Turnstones were reported from the Salt Plains 
Refuge (Nighswonger). Apparently this is the 
only location in Oklahoma where Turnstones can 
be found each vear. The Avocet was a common 
spring migrant at Brule where it is usually rare 
(Benckeser). Five Black-necked Stilts were seen at 
Oklahoma City (Bob Price and Bruce Kennedy) . 
The Wilson’s Phalarope was actually fairly com- 
mon in a number of localities where they 


(Carson), 


are sel- 
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lom if ever seen. As manv as 200 were seen in a 
dav on the lakes about Oklahoma City (Griffing) . 
Iwo or more flocks of Frank- 
lin’s Gulls were seen daily at Newton, Kan., during 
the last half of April; 2 flocks constitute the typical 
spring migration record (Platt). 
are seldom seen over most of this region. This 
spring, were reported at Topeka 
(Carson), Salt Plains Refuge (Creager) and at 
Dallas (Clark). Caspian Terns were seen at Wister 
Lake on several davs in May (Norman). 

Doves through Woodpeckers—Mourning Doves 
were unusually scarce at Azle (Klebold). — Else- 
where this species was seen in usual numbers. The 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo was less common at Fort 
Worth (McCart), but was seen at Azle where it 
is rare (Klebold). Red-headed Woodpeckers are 
increasing in the Topeka area (Carson). 
Western Kingbirds 
continue to increase at Topeka (Carson). Unusual 
distribution included an Acadian Fly- 
catcher at Fort Worth (Wilson) , Yellow-bellied Fly- 
catcher at Dallas (Winford and Clark), and an 
Wood Pewee and an Olive-sided  Fly- 
Newton (Platt). Red-breasted Nut- 
hatches were more common than usual as indicated 
by records from Oklahoma City (Griffing) , Still- 
(Baumgartner) and Topeka (Carson). A 
White-breasted Nuthatch was seen at Fort Worth 
McCart). A Loneg-billed Marsh Wren at Newton 
was the only unusual distribution reported (Platt). 
Mockingbirds appeared at Clayton, N. Mex., a 
week earlier than any previous record (Krehbiel) . 
At Azle, this species, was more plentiful than in 
about 7 vears 
thrushes was heavy and characterized by a number 
\ Hermit Thrush 
Platt) and single birds wer 
seen very late at Dallas on April 15 and May 5 
Winford). Phe Veery also showed up in a num- 
ber of localities where it is seldom seen. In Texas, 
they were seen at Dallas (M. ‘Tourtellotte), in 
Oklahoma, at Oklahoma City (Griffing) and Tulsa 
(H. D. Chase) and in Kansas, at Topeka (Pantle). 
Species of vireos noted outside their usual range 
included the Philadelphia Vireo at Dallas (Tourte- 
lotte and Winford) and another at ‘Topeka (Car- 
son) . Ihe Yellow-throated Vireo was seen at 
Topeka (Carson) and at Newton (Platt). 

Warblers —One of the features of the spring 


Gulls and Terns. 


Forster’s ‘Terns 


however, they 


Flycatchers through Vireos. 


recorius 


Eastern 
catcher at 


watel 


Klebold) . The migration of 


of notable distribution records. 
was seen at Newton 


migration was the heavy flight and variety of war- 
blers. As would be expected a number of records 
of unusual distribution and abundance showed up. 
\ Black and White Warbler was secn at Newton 
(Platt). 
in Oklahoma where it has been seen only a few 
times. One was seen or heard at Mohawk park in 
Tulsa between April 27 and May 28 (E. 
Peggy Acord and others). 


Swainson’s Warbler was recorded twice 


Letson, 
\nother was found on 
May 27-29 about 10 miles south of Stillwate 
(Bobby West). The latter record of the Swain- 
son’s Warbler apparently constitutes a western 
extension of the Oklahoma range of this species. 


The Blue-winged Warbler was seen at ‘Topeka 
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(Nuss) as was the Parula Warbler (Menninger and 
Finninger). At the same location the Cape May 
Warbler was also seen (Fisher and Holcom). A 
Magnolia Warbler was reported at Norman, Okla. 
(D. Arvey). Blackburnian Warblers were found 
at three localities where they are quite rare—at 
Dallas (Winford), at Newton (Platt) and at 
srule (Benckeser) , where the species had not been 
seen previously. An Oven-bird was seen at Newton 
(Platt). The Connecticut Warbler was seen on 
two dates at Dallas (Winford and Johnson) and 
at Oklahoma City (Griffing). A Hooded Warbler 
was found at Topeka (Finninger) . 

Blackbirds and Tanagers.—Four Bobolinks at 
Clayton constituted the first record for this locality 
(Krehbiel). The spring migration at Stillwater 
was brightened by the presence of large numbers 
of Yellow-headed Blackbirds between April 11 and 
May 2. 
thicket near our home and small flocks were seen 
regularly in every direction from town (A. M. and 
F. M. Baumgartner). This species was also reported 
at Dallas (Winford) and at Oklahoma City (Grif- 
fing). A Bullock’s Oriole seen at 
sents a record east of the normal range of this 


Approximately 200 roosted in a cedar 


Topeka repre- 


species (Franklin). A Scarlet ‘Tanager was seen at 
Cleveland, Okla., by members of the Tulsa Aud. 
Soc. ‘The same species was noted at Dallas (Wil- 
son). At Dallas the Summer ‘Tanager was seen 
only once where the species is usually recorded sev- 
eral times each spring (D. England, Tourtelotte) . 

Sparrows.—Members of the sparrow family were 
seen in greater variety and number than usual. 
Phe migration was characterized by extremely late 
Rose-breasted Grosbeaks 
were found in three localities on the western fringe 


dates for several species. 


of their range. One was observed at Fort Worth 
(Sam Shannon), one near Cleveland (Tulsa Aud. 


Soc.), and one at Newton (Platt). The Lazuli 
Bunting was reported for the first time at Fort 


Worth (Mrs. Bowman); two were also seen at 
Dallas (Dr. Eula Whitehouse and Winford). 
Painted Buntings are increasing at ‘Topeka (Car- 
son). Evening Grosbeaks were seen at Brule until 
May 7, a late date for a locality where this species 
is seldom seen (Benckeser). Pine Siskins were re- 
ported by several observers; at Topeka they were 
seen in numbers throughout the spring (Carson). 
Che Green-tailed Towhee, typically a Rocky Moun- 
tain species, was seen for the first time at Brule 
(Benckeser). Lark Buntings wandered east of 
their normal migration route and were reported 
at Alva, Okla., and the Salt Plains Wildlife Ref- 
uge (Nighswonger) and at Lawrence (Chewning). 
One Henslow’s Sparrow was seen at Fort Worth 
(McCart and Wilson). 
spicuously common at Newton where as many as 
75 were seen in a day (Platt). Both the Gray- 
headed and the Slate-colored Juncos were scarce at 
Clayton; only one of each was seen all spring 
(Krehbiel). ‘Iwo Slate-colored were seen at Fort 
Worth on May 14, more than a month later than 
the usual date of departure (McCart). Clay-col- 
ored Sparrows were more common than usual at 


Vesper Sparrows were con- 





= 


Fort Worth (McCart and Wilson) and at Still- 
water (Baumgartner). Harris’s Sparrows did not 
winter in their usual numbers in the southern 
part of their range. Only a few were seen at 
Dallas (Winford) and the number seen and 
trapped at Stillwater was definitely less than in 
1949 (A. M. Baumgartner). White-crowned Spar- 
rows arrived late but were more common than 
usual at Clayton (Krehbiel). At Stillwater this 
species was unusually plentiful (A. M. Baumgart- 
ner) —F. M. BAUMGARTNER, Okla. A. and M. Col- 
lege, Stillwater, Okla. 


SOUTH TEXAS REGION. — The spring was 
about average in temperature and rainfall, and 
there were no cold fronts that brought extreme 

drops in tempera- 


F ture. Most of the 

__ 4 mild cold fronts that 
ai Pes | reached the area ar- 
sy? oee"| rived in the daylight 
. ee 7 hours, and were dis- 


" wy sipated by warm 
\. \ Gulf of southwest winds 
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out pausing; in the 
Houston area they were hardly visible even by 
telescope at night. In southernmost ‘Texas the 
numbers of individual birds seem to have been 
about average; but in the Galveston Bay region 
concentrations were meager and numbers far below 
normal—except during the passage of a rainy cold 
front centering about April 17. Yet numbers of 
spec ies were as great as usual, o1 perhaps greater. 
One party of 5 in one car listed 165 species in the 
Galveston Bay area on April 23, without seeing 
any rare species, and missing several expected spe- 
cies. McKay, working alone and on foot, listed 
123 species on April 17, at Cove. 

It is always difficult to say when migrations coim- 
mence. But, after a very warm autumn, geese were 
streaming northward along their usual migration 
lane on Dec. 27, though they were turned back 
Jater that day by the winter's first cold weather. 
Whether a Catbird at Rockport on Jan. 1, and a 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird there on Jan. 2 were 
late stragglers, winter residents, or early migrants 
no one can say. But spring migrations were cer- 
tainly under way by January. In the first week of 
that month a great flight of Am. Egrets came to 
Galveston Bay from the east. Snow and Blue 
Geese began to increase in numbers in the area in 
late January; McKay counted 4 Long-billed Cur- 
lews in his area on Jan. 14, and 500 on Feb. 5. 
Many of the small wintering birds—Hermit Thrush, 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Am, 
Goldfinch, White-throated Sparrow—grew scarcer 
in late January, apparently having migrated, pre- 
sumably northward, but not necessarily so, 

From late January or early February, the migra- 
tion period extended into early June. As a rule, 
arrival dates tended to be a few days earlier than 


normal, and departure dates tended to be later 
than normal. 

Seabirds—Mrs. Hagar reported a Blue-faced 
Booby at Rockport on April 13, and Stephen Wil- 
liams found a dead one (immature) on the beach 
of Galveston Island, May 13. The latter may be 
the only actual specimen ever obtained in the 
state of Texas. 

Geese and Ducks.—Canada Geese, Mallards, Pin- 
tails, and Green-winged Teals reached their peaks 
in numbers (probably representing the first great 
migratory push) in the Galveston Bay area _be- 
tween Feb. 10 and 20. Snow and Blue Geese in- 
creased at that time (100,000 at Cove) , but reached 
their peak (200,000 at Cove) on March go-31. In 
the first week of March several hundred thousand 
geese (709%, Snow, 20% Blue, 10% Canada and 
White-fronted) collected just north of the mouth 
of the San Jacinto River; from there many were 
seen in migratory flight going west or west-north 
west. At the same time, the area from around Gal- 
veston Bay to the Louisiana line was almost de- 
nuded of geese. The last Canada Geese reported 
in the area were on March 22, the last White- 
fronted on March 19, the last Snow and Blue 
Goose on May 5. Pintails and Green-winged Teal 
were gone by mid-April; Mallards, Gadwall, and 
Shovellers were gone by late April; Am. Widgeon, 
Blue-winged ‘Teal, and Lesser Scaup lingered on to 
mid-May, or later. 

Hawks.—The only hawk migration of importance 
was reported from 25 miles west of Harlingen, 
where Poole (of the Reading, Pa., Public Museum) 
reported a minimum of 12,000 (mostly Broad-wings, 
with a much smaller minority of Swainson’s, a 
scattering of Ospreys and Sharp-shins, and a few 
Pigeon Hawks) flying northeast, within one hour 
on April 12. 

Shorebirds.—Except the Wilson’s Plover, all the 
plovers made a good showing this spring. Am 
Golden Plover on March 5, and Mountain Plover 
on March 12 were a little early. The former species 
arrives in winter plumage, and stays several weeks 
while it molts; the Mountain Plover lingers only 
a few days if the weather remains good. Long- 
billed Curlews were numerous this spring; but 
Hudsonian Curlews, which were unusually scarce 
this year, probably passed through without stop- 
ping long. Upland Sandpipers (arrived March 
12) seem likewise to have gone through without 
lingering long. Both the Yellow-legs (winter resi- 
dents whose numbers began increasing in March) 
were extremely numerous this spring, after a bad 
season for the Lesser last spring. Red Knots (25) 
on Galveston Island, Feb. 10, were phenomenally 
early. More Stilt Sandpipers and Wilson’s Phala- 
ropes were observed this year than ever before; 
and White-rumped Sandpipers were as numerous 
as in any previous year. All three species are tran- 
sients of very late April and early May. Twenty- 
eight Hudsonian Godwits at Cove, April 15, was a 
remarkable number in this area. 

Small Land Birds, down to Warblers.—The only 
surprise here was a pair of Groove-billed Anis at 
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Devers (north of Cove) observed under excellent 
conditions at close range in good light with 7X12 
\pril 1g (McKay). 

From hundreds of data at hand, the following 


interest or 


glasses on 


items and generalizations may be of 
significance: 
Black-billed Cuckoos 
the spring of 1949) were all but absent this spring. 
Chuck-will’s-widows and Whip-poor-wills were 
spring, though both appeared at the 
Phoebes were less numerous than 
usual all migration; but E. 
Wood the south earlier than 
usual, were present till late May, and were more 
abundant vear since records 
have been kept here. Purple Martins (always the 
first of the Perching Bird migrants to arrive) were 
late 
\ll the other swallows appeared in normal abun- 
dance at normal times. All the thrushes, except 
the Wood Thrush, scarce. The Yellow- 
throated Vireo arrived early at Rockport, March 
17, and at Cove, March 19, and stayed later at the 


(extremely numerous in 


scarce all 
average time. E. 
also in 


winter, and 


Pewees arrived from 


than in anv other 


and were less abundant than usual. 


(Feb. 12), 


Were 


latter place than ever before, May 14. Red-eyed 
Vireos arrived much later than usual (Rockport, 
April 15; Cove, April 16), but were more numer- 


ous than usual everywhere; McKay reported about 
500 in two groups on April 17. 

Migrations of this group extended 
later than usual into May, with a wave at Rockport 
on May 18, and at Cove on May 27. The following 
appeared on the latter date at Cove: Tennessee, 
Yellow, Magnolia, and Blackburnian Warblers, and 
Northern Water-thrush. The first arrivals of the 
group are always the Black and White, the Yellow- 
throated, and the Parula, the latter being 
summer residents of the area. All three arrived 
at Rockport, March 3, and at Cove, March 19, both 
dates centering cold fronts. Prothonotary 


Warblers. 


two 


about 


Warblers, first noted at Rockport, April 1, and at 
Cove, April 16, were reported more often this 
spring than any other on record. The Worm- 


eating, Golden-winged, Blue-winged, and Cerulean 
Warblers are regular but usually scarce; 


this spring they were reported repeatedly by many 


always 


observers. McKay saw 15 Blue-winged and 10 
Cerulean Warblers on \pril 18. Of the usually 
abundant transient warblers (Tennessee, Magno- 
lia, Am. Redstart, Hooded, Yellow, and Black- 
throated Green), the last two named were much 


less abundant than usual. 
May 


over 20 years. 


\ Black-poll Warbler 
14, was the third one seen there in 
As usual, the Bay-breasted Warbler 
came through in some numbers, but only for a day 


at Cove, 


or two; this spring the time of abundance was 

quite late: May 13-14. 
Blackbirds through 

chard Oriole 

April 2) 
(Houston, 


\s usual, the Or- 
(Rockport, April 3; 
days before the Baltimore 
\pril 11), but hardly one-fiftieth the 
number of individuals were seen compared with 
the spring of 1949. But more Scarlet Tanagers 
were seen (Rockport from April 14, Houston from 
April 16) than usual; and Summer Tanagers 


Sparrows. 
arrived Cove, 


about 10 
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(Cove, April 2; Rockport, April 14) were also ex- 
tremely abundant. Buntings and Blue 
Grosbeaks were common in late April, but far less 
abundant than usual. Most of the wintering spar- 
rows disappeared in the last ten days of April; but 
a straggling Savannah Sparrow at Cove on May 
15, and a Lincoln’s Sparrow there on May 14 set 
new departure records for spring.—G roRGE G. WIL- 
LiAMs, The Rice Institute, Houston, 


Indigo 


Texas. 


PALOUSE-NORTHERN 
REGION,.— The spring 


Northern Idaho was characterized by 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
migration of 1950 in 
three distinct 
phases. Early 
March was nor- 
malin 

respect, 
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aq the usual time, 
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[ars or in some in- 

| arnep . 7 
qKLAMATA ss gaat — Stances ap- 
| peared earlier 

’ base ~ 5 

than in prev- 


After the middle of March the weather 
It was the exceptional 


ious years. 
became stormy and cold. 
day when the sun shone, and snow, sleet and hail 
were experienced almost daily through the first 
week in April. During this interval relatively few 
transients appeared, and birds that do not breed 
in the Palouse country of northern Idaho and are 
normally gone by the first of April, lingered until 
the middle of that month. The most marked effect 
of this unseasonal weather was the slow growth of 
vegetation. Such deciduous hardwoods as_ the 
alders and willows and Red Haws were barely in 
leaf by the middle of May, and it is felt that this 
one factor alone had a material effect in delaying 
the spring migration, since it probably deprived 
the birds of their customary shelter and food. ‘The 
latter part of April and early May witnessed warm- 
er weather and frequent sunny days, but even so 
transients were slow in appearing, and by the 
middle of May were not present in normal num- 
As of May 15, a number of species usually 
had yet to be included such 
common summer residents as the ‘Traill’s Fly- 
catcher, Eastern Kingbird, Catbird, Western Wood 
Pewee, Am. Redstart, and Black-headed Grosbeak. 
Flocks of juncos were on the University of Idaho 
although normally gone 

The following arrival 
northern 


bers. 


present seen; these 


campus through May 5, 
the latter part of April. 
dates are all based on 
Idaho. 

Waterfowl—At Moscow, Latah County, Seymour 
H. Levy reported: A single adult male European 
Widgeon, March 18; a flock of 7 Canada Geese, 
March 19; 1 Shoveller, 1 Ring-necked Duck and 
1 Canvas-back, April 1; 1 Gadwall, April 5; a pair 
of Buffle-heads and 1 Am. Coot, April 17; a pair 
of Ruddy Ducks, April 27. At Copeland, Boun- 
dary County, Levy noted: 7 Whistling Swans and 
several pairs of Wood Ducks (early), April 7; a 


observations in 


pair of Redheads, April 8; 1 Hooded Merganser, 
April g. At Cataldo, Kootenai County, Levy noted: 

pair of Cinnamon Teal, May 13. 

Herons, Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns—A Great 
Blue Heron was noted at Copeland, April g (Levy). 
At Moscow Solitary Sandpipers recorded, April 30, 
and Spotted Sandpiper, May 14 (Burleigh); a 
Greater Yellow-legs, April 14, a Solitary Sandpiper 
(earliest on record) and a Lesser Yellow-legs, both 
April 27. At Hauser, Levy reported 2 Upland 
Sandpipers and a Spotted Sandpiper (early), May 
13; an Am. Golden Plover, 2 Dowitchers, 3 Wilson’s 
Phalaropes, 2 Western Sandpipers and a_ Lesser 
Yellow-legs on May 14. A Franklin’s Gull (rare) 
on May 6, and several Black Terns on May 13 were 
noted by Levy at Moscow. 

sp Levy recorded 2 Golden Eagles, March 
27; a Cooper’s Hawk, April 6, and a Rough-legged 
Hawk (late departure) April 12; 3 Swainson’s 
Hawks, April 26, at Moscow. A ‘Turkey Vulture 
(rare) and an Osprey were recorded at Copeland, 
April 7; and g Ospreys—1 sitting on nest at Sand- 
point, Bonner County (Levy). 

Small Land Birds.—At Moscow, Calliope Hum- 
mingbirds appeared late, May 13 (Burleigh); and 
Rufous Hummingbird, 1, May 6. (Levy). At 
Hauser, several individuals each of both Rufous 
and Calliope Hummingbirds arrived May 13 (Levy). 
\ Lewis's Woodpecker appeared at Moscow, May 8 

surleigh). A Wright’s Flycatcher was noted April 
22 at Moscow (Burleigh). At Hauser, 2 Western 
Kingbirds, Mav 13 (early), and a Say’s Phoebe on 
May 14 (Levy). Violet-green Swallows (3) ap- 
peared at Moscow on April 1 and at Copeland, 
\pril 8 (Levy). ‘Tree Swallows at Copeland, April 
9, Rough-winged Swallows, April 19, Barn Swallow, 


\pril 27 at Moscow were all early (Levy). Bur- 
leigh recorded the Cliff Swallow at Moscow on 
April 13. Iwo Am. Crows arrived at Moscow, 
March 29 (Levy); and a House Wren, April 30 
(Burleigh) ; a Western Bluebird, March 7, Hermit 


/ 
April 26, Mountain Bluebird, Feb. 20 


(early) were reported by Levy. Varied Thrush on 
\pril 13 and Solitaire on May 10 were late at 
Moscow (Burleigh) A Solitary Vireo on May 1 
and Warbling Vireo on May 15 (late) were reported 
by Burleigh. Bohemian Waxwings were late in de- 
parting from Moscow, April g (Burleigh). Many 
Water Pipits were seen at Moscow, April 22, and 
several were recorded May 14 (late) at Hauser 


Thrush (2 


(Levy). Ruby-crowned Kinglets appeared on time 
at Moscow on April (Burleigh). At Moscow the 
Orange-crowned and Audubon’s Warbler arrived 
April 16, the Nashville Warbler on April 21, the 
Common Yellow-throat, May 13 (Burleigh). Levy 
recorded a rare Myrtle Warbler at Moscow on 
April 22 and again on April 26. The same ob- 
server reported a Western Tanager at this locality 
on May 12. Red-winged Blackbirds arrived at 
Moscow on Feb. 28, Brewer's Blackbird on March 
12. Two Cassin’s Finches were reported at Moscow, 
April 14 (Levy). A Lazuli Bunting was recorded 
at Lewiston, May 6 (Burleigh). Spotted ‘Towhee 
and Fox Sparrow were noted as early at Moscow. 


March 8, and the former species as very late in 
departure, May 1 (Burleigh); Savannah Sparrow 
(early) at Moscow, March go (Burleigh); White 
crowned Sparrow and Chipping Sparrow at Coeur 
d’Alene, April 19 (Burleigh); Grasshopper Spar- 
row at Lewiston, May 6 (Burleigh). Several Chip- 
ping Sparrows were noted at Moscow, April 19, by 
Levy; 1 early Lincoln’s Sparrow and 3 Vesper Spar- 
rows at Moscow, May 3 (Levy); an early Brewer's 
Sparrow was recorded for Moscow, May 10 (Levy). 
A Spotted Towhee, April 7, several Savannah Spar- 
rows and 2 Gray-crowned Rosy Finches, April 8, 
were recorded at Copeland by Levy. Am. Tree 
Sparrows were reported as late in departure at 
Moscow, April 1, and at Copeland, April 8 (Levy). 

Piomas D. Burieicn, School of Forestry, Uni- 
versity of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho. 


GREAT BASIN—CENTRAL ROCKY MOUN- 
TAIN REGION.—The weather in the Great Basin 


was milder than usual during late February and 
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the fore part of March, and the spring migration 
of ducks, geese, and swans was well under way by 
mid-March. The weather during the latter part of 
March and most of April was cold and windy. 
The temperature fell to below freezing on ten days 
during April. As a result of the rather long, cold 
spring, the migration movement was extended over 
a greater period of time than usual. 

Loons, Grebes and Pelicans—The Common Loon, 
a rare migrant at Gray’s Lake, Idaho, appeared 
there May 24 according to Elwood Bizeau and Paul 
Steel. C. W. Lockerbie reported 2 Common Loons 
near Salt Lake City, Utah, April 16, and 2 Horned 
Grebes in same area, April 23. Lockerbie also re- 
ported 20 Eared Grebes and 50 Western Grebes ob- 
served near Salt Lake City on April 23. Eared 
Grebes arrived at Malheur Refuge, near Burns, 
Oreg., April 16 (R. C. Erickson). Julia and Robert 
Armagast reported that the Pied-billed Grebe was 
noted only once during the period near Alamosa, 
Colo., when 5 were observed on April 16. First ob- 
servation of the Western Grebe at Deer Flat Ref- 
uge, Nampa, Idaho, was on April 8, while the 
Eared and Pied-billed Grebes arrived on May 18 
(Sheldon Dart). At the Bear River Refuge, Utah, 
the Eared Grebe was first seen on April 3 and 
reached a peak of 1500, May 2. White Pelicans ap- 
peared at the BRR and other areas throughout the 
Region in their usual numbers. 

Cormorants, Herons and Ibis.—At the Deer Flat 
Refuge, Idaho, the Double-crested Cormorant, 
Black-crowned Night Heron, and the Great Blue 
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Heron were first noted on April 8, and the White- 
faced Ibis was first observed, April g0 (SD). Arma- 
that Black-crowned Night Herons 
were first observed near Alamosa, Colo., April 16; 
usually the most common migrants, this 
bird appeared in the area in greatly reduced num- 
bers this spring. 


vast 


reported 
one of 


Snowy Egrets were common when 
first observed on April 16 at the Malheur Refuge, 
Oreg., 2 Am. Bitterns were noted, April 20; the 
only White-faced Ibis observed during the period 
(RCE) . Lockerbie reported that 
the Double-crested Cormorant and the Snowy Egret 
were first observed near Salt Lake City, Utah, April 
g, and the Am. Bittern and White-faced Ibis were 
first seen in the area, April 30. Two Am. Egrets 
Nev., May 1 (E. C. D. 


were 6 on Mav 28 


first noted near Minden, 
Marriage) . 
Waterfow/—At Malheur Refuge, Oreg., a 


tered few Whistling Swans remained throughout the 


scat- 


period, and a greater than usual number of non- 
breeding Canada Geese were observed by Erickson, 
who also reported the numbers of Snow Geese were 
slightly below average this year and came very late; 
remained on the Refuge, April 4. No 
Whistling Swans were seen at Deer Flat Refuge, 
Idaho, this year, and 


600 still 


the Canada Geese showed a 
White-fronted arrived on 
April 1 and were last seen on April 20, while Snow 
Geese arrived, March 31, and departed on April 20 
(SD). Canada Geese appeared throughout the 
Region in their usual wide distribution; thev were 
BRR in about their usual 
total of 310 broods were counted in one trip over 
the dikes at BRR, as compared with a maximum 
brood count of 313 for last vear. At Alamosa, 
Colo., 4 pairs of Green-winged Teal, 1 pair of Blue- 
winged Teal noted on May 7, and 1 pair of Cinna- 
Peal on May 3, were the only observations of 


60°, decrease; Geese 


nesting at numbers, a 


mon 
these species during the period, according to Arma- 
He also reported the arrival date of Shovel- 
lers as April go and states that, next to Mallards, 
they were the most common migrant duck. The 
Blue-winged Teal was first seen at Malheur Refuge, 
Oreg., April 16 (RCE), and near Salt Lake City, 
April 30, when 5 were noted (CWL). At Cokeville, 
Wvo., the Blue-winged Teal arrived on April 4, the 
Pintail, April 5, and the Shoveller, April 24 (W. O. 
Deshler). At Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, the peak 
concentration of Gadwall occurred March 15, Am. 
Widgeon, March 1, Pintail, March 16, 
winged Teal, May 30, Redhead, April 15, accord- 
ing to Dart, who reported that the duck population 
decreased approximately 75° in peak population 
and 50°, in total useage. An unusual observation 
in this group for the period is the 26,000 Ruddy 
Ducks observed at BRR, May 2. At BRR the peak 
most of the ducks occurred be- 
tween the latter part of March and the early part 


vast. 


Green- 


population for 


of April. Duck nesting at BRR is progressing sat- 
isfactorily, and the nest count indicates a small 
increase. 

Hawks.—L. D. Pfouts noted 7 species of hawks 


near Payson, Utah, on April go. 
Mesa 


The Turkey Vul- 


ture was first seen at Verde National Park, 
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Colo., April 8, and is very common in that area 
(Don Watson). Near Salt Lake City 10 Swain- 
son’s Hawks were first observed on April 23, and 2 
Turkey Vultures, May 7 (CWL). A peak of 75 
Marsh Hawks was noted May go at Deer Flat 
Refuge, Idaho, also 2 Osprey, 3 Pigeon Hawks, a 
Sharp-shinned Hawk, and a Swainson’s Hawk (SD). 
\ Swainson’s Hawk observed on April 1 and an 
Osprey early in May were reported at Malheur 
Refuge, Oreg. (RCE). A Red-tailed Hawk, and a 
Sparrow Hawk were observed on April 29 near 
City, Nev. (EP). At the BRR, 20 Marsh 
Hawks, 1 Rough-legged Hawk, 1 Prairie Falcon, 2 
Falcons, and Hawks 
counted on May 18. 


Carson 


Peregrine 10 Sparrow were 


Cranes, Rails and Coots.—Sandhill Cranes were 
noted at Gray’s Lake, Idaho, April 3 (Bizeau and 
Steel) and at Cokeville, Wyo., on April 5 when 18 
(Deshler) . At Malheur Refuge. 
Oreg., the number of Sandhill Cranes passing 
through the Refuge increased about 25°; this 
spring, and they remained much later than usual; 
about 200 migrants remained through May 10, ané 
the last group left on May 21 (RCE). Coots con- 
tinued to be common throughout most of the Re- 
gion. Soras were noted, May 4, and Virginia Rails, 
June 4, at Gray’s Lake, Idaho (Bizeau and Steel). 

Shorebirds, Gulls, and Terns.—Near Salt Lake 
City, 3 Snowy Plovers and 1000 Black-bellied 
Plovers were observed on May 7 (CWL). At the 
Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, the Killdeer, first seen 
March 22, was very common; 1 Wilson’s Snipe and 
225 Marbled Godwits arrived and departed the 
atter part of April; g Avocets were first seen April 
go and were gone by May 15; the Ring-billed Gull, 
and California Gull are abundant at Deer Flat 
Refuge (SD). ‘The Forster’s Tern found by Elwood 
Bizeau and Paul common nester 
at Grays Lake, Idaho, arrived there May 24. Lesser 
Yellow-legs and Least Sandpipers were seen only 
once during the period nea Colo., on 
April 30, when a small number of each were ob- 


were observed 


Steel to be a 


\lamosa, 


served; 24 Wilson’s Phalaropes arrived in this area, 
April 2, and several hundred were noted, April 30; 
\m. Avocets arrived, April 30, and were common 
thereafter (Armagast). First arrival dates at the 
Malheur Refuge, Oreg., are: Wilson’s Snipe, April 
11, Long-billed Curlew, April 4, Black-necked Stilt, 
\pril 16, Franklin’s Gull, April 20, and Black 
Tern, May 19 (RCE). The shorebirds arrived some- 
what later near Minden, Nev.; 8 Willets and 2 Am, 
\vocets were noted on May 11, and 2 Black-necked 
Stilts and 1 Wilson’s Phalarope were observed, 
May 3 (ECDM). The Solitary Sandpiper, which is 
a rare nester at Gray’s Lake, Idaho, arrived there 
April 30 (Bizeau and Steel) . 

Doves.—One Mourning Dove was observed near 
Carson City, Nev., April 29g (Eugene Pieretti). One 
Mourning Dove was observed at Mesa Verde Nat'l 
Park, April 25 and became common by the end of 
May (Watson). Five were observed, April 23, near 
Salt Lake Citv and became common after May 1 
(CWL). Two Mourning Doves arrived at the Deer 
Flat Refuge, Idaho, April 1 and were fairly com- 
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mon soon after (SD). At BRR, 2 were first noted 
on April 27 and 8 counted on May 18. 

Owls—Two Burrowing Owls and two Saw-whet 
Owls were residents at Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho 
(SD). A Barn Owl was noted, April 4, near Car- 
son City, Nev. (ECDM), and a Short-eared Owl, 
April 29, in same area (EP). At BRR, 20 Short- 
eared Owls were counted on May 18. 

Hummingbirds—Three Broad-tailed Humming- 
birds were observed near Salt Lake City, April 30 
and became common, May 14. One Black-chinned 
Hummingbird was noted in same area, May 27 
(CWL). Watson reports that the Broad-tailed 
Hummingbird was common at Mesa Verde Nat’l. 
Park, Colo., by the end of May, and 1 Black-chinned 
Hummingbird was observed on April go. The 
Black-chinned Hummingbird nests regularly in 
Carson City, Nev. (ECDM). The Broad-tailed 
Hummingbird was common at Alamosa, Colo. 
(Armagast) . 

Passerine Birds.—Watson reported arrival dates 
of the following birds at Mesa Verde Nat'l Park, 
Colo.; Western Kingbird, May 28; Say’s Phoebe, 
Mav 6; Western Wood Pewee, May 15; Violet- 
ereen Swallow, May g0 (became common by end 
of May); House Wren, May 17; Mountain Bluebird, 
April 15 (became common end of April); Western 
Gnatcatcher, April 2 (very common end of April) ; 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet, April 1 (common by mid- 
April) ; Solitary Vireo, April 23 (common in May) ; 
Orange-crowned Warbler, May 11; Virginia’s War 
bler, April 18; Yellow Warbler, May 13; Audubon’s 
Warbler, May 13 (common end of May); Black- 
throated Gray Warbler, April 21 (common end of 
April); “Fownsend’s Warbler, May 19; Macgilli- 
vrav's Warbler, May 20; Western Meadowlark, May 
7; Western Tanager, May 20; Lazuli Bunting, May 
20; Green-tailed Towhee, April 17) (very common 
end of April); Savannah Sparrow, April 22; Lark 
Sparrow, April 15; Chipping Sparrow, April 10 
(very common end of April). 

\t Malheur Refuge, Oreg., the Tree Swallows 
and Northern Cliff Swallows were common on April 
1; the Violet-green and Rough-winged Swallows 
were first seen, May 2; the Western Kingbird was 
first seen on April 21; Sage Thrasher, April 11; 
Myrtle Warbler, April 20; Am. Goldfinch, May 15; 
Yellow-headed Blackbirds (males) were common 
on April 11 (RCE). Armagast reported observing 
hundreds of male Yellow-headed Blackbirds near 
Alamosa, Colo., on April 30; very few females had 
arrived on that date. At Gray's Lake, Idaho, males 
of this species arrived, April 8, and females, May 10 
(Bizeau and Steel). Yellow Warblers were first seen 
May g at Alamosa, and were abundant thereafter; 
Audubon’s Warblers were first seen, May 28, in the 
San Juan Mountains near Alamosa’ (Armagast). 
Lockerbie reported that the Tree Swallow was ob- 
served near Salt Lake City on April 9. 

At Gray’s Lake, Idaho, Bizeau and Steel recorded 
the Long-billed Marsh Wren, April 20; Red-winged 
Blackbird, Feb. 15 (male) and April 8 (female) — 
Vanrz T. Witson ANd Ross H. Norr, Bear River 
Migratory Bird Refuge, Brigham, Utah. 


SOUTHWEST REGION,—-The longstanding 
drought continued. It was extraordinarily severe in 
central and northern Arizona. The only precipi- 

tation was an un- 
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Grebes and Pelicans.—Four Horned Grebes were 
seen on Bosque del Apache Nat'l. Wildlife Refuge, 
N. Mex., April 15 (R. Fleetwood). Well-grown 
voung Pied-billed Grebes were found at Fort 
Huachuca, Ariz., April 6 to 8 (H. Brandt, A. Phil- 
lips); young were not noted at Anthony, N. Mex., 
until May 28 (L. McBee). A flock of 500 White 
Pelicans was present at Icehouse Bend, on the 
Colorado River opposite Needles, Calif., May 11 
(Monson, W. Pulich) . 

Herons, Egrets, and Ibises.—An adult Little Blue 
Heron observed at the Bosque Refuge, April 28 
(R. Clapper, R. F., T. Davis, J. Sadosuk), is the 
first record for New Mexico. Little Green Heron 
arrivals were noted near Crossroads, Calif. (be- 
tween Parker and Parker Dam), April 11 (H. and 
M. Dearing), and at the Bosque Refuge, April 12 
(RF). A’ Least Bittern was found at Anthony, 
April 16 (LLM); it is unrecorded in the lower Colo- 
rado River valley for the second consecutive year 
(M). First White-faced Ibis arrivals were 3 seen 
on the Bosque Refuge, April 5 (RF), and 2 in the 
Bill Williams Delta, Ariz., on Havasu Lake Refuge 
the same date (M). 

Waterfow!—The late-April Snow Goose flight in 
the Colorado valley was detected again, when 2 
flocks totalling about 80 birds were seen at Topock, 
April 20 or 21 (A. Finneman). Earliest migrant 
Red-breasted Mergansers were 5 drakes in the Bill 
Williams Delta, April 5 (M). 

Hawks.—Late immature Cooper’s Hawk migrants 
were observed in the Topock area, May 11 and 12 
(M, WP), Swainson’s Hawks were first seen at 
Fumacacori Nat'l. Monument, Ariz., April 2 (B. 
Jackson), and at the Bosque Refuge, April 17 
(RF). One was seen near Crossroads, April 28 (M). 
Late Marsh Hawks were seen at Topock, May 4 
(M), near Sahuarita, Ariz., May 7 (A. Foerster, 
AP), and at Las Cruces, N. Mex., May 16 (H. Con- 
way). An Osprey was observed carrying food to a 
nest in the cliffs below Eldorado Canyon, Ariz.- 
Nev., April 27 (R. Grater). A late Pigeon Hawk 
was observed at the mouth of Trout Creek neat 
Cave Springs in the Big Sandy Valley, April g0 (AP). 

Shorebirds—Vwo Ringed Plover were seen at 
Icehouse Bend, May 18 (M). A Hudsonian Curlew 
was found at the Bosque Refuge, April 26 (RF, 
JS). An early Solitary Sandpiper was seen in the 
Bill Williams Delta, April 5 (M). Twenty Greater 








Yellow-legs were feeding in shallow water with 
ducks at Taylor, Ariz., April 29 (L. Levine). One 
Red-backed Sandpiper was seen at El Paso, Tex., 
April 24 (M. Keefer), and 10 were seen at Ice- 
Bend, May 11 (M, WP); it is rare in this 
region during the spring. The Marbled Godwit, a 
New Mexico, was noted there as fol- 
lows: 2 on the Bosque Refuge, April 26 (RF, JS) ; 
2 on the Bosque Refuge, May 2 (TD); and 7 at 
Anthony, May 16 (LM). were seen at Ice- 
house Bend, May 30 (M). The first Arizona spring 
records for Sanderlings were obtained when 4 were 
Icehouse Bend, May 11 (M, WP), and one 
week later (M). An Am. 
Avocet nest with 2 eggs was found on the Bosque 
Refuge, April 27 (RF). 

Gulls and Terns.—IWTwo Franklin’s Gulls seen at 
Havasu Lake, May 25, unusually late (M). 
Lone Bonaparte’s Gulls were seen at ‘Taylor, April 
and at Havasu Lake, April 21 (M). 
Tern was found near ‘Tucson, Ariz., 
May 8 (J. Marshall). The 
first record of the Least Tern for the El Paso area 
Was one seen near Clint, Tex., Mav 10 (G. Mever). 

Doves through Wood peckers.—First White-winged 


house 


rare bird in 


Iwo 


seen at 


at the same localitv a 


Werte 


20 (L. Levine) , 
A Forster's 
where it is 


Very Fare, 


Doves seen in the Colorado valley were 4 near 
Crossroads, April 25 (M). The earliest Vaux’s 
Swifts were one observed near Yuma, Ariz., April 
g; the latest, one in the Huachuca Mts., Ariz., May 


LA AP) ° 
j, and over 


The species was common at Lopock, May 
Havasu Lake, Mav 10 (M). A Broad- 
tailed Hummingbird was still present in the low- 
lands, south of Wickieup, Ariz., May 24 (AP). A 
male Calliope Hummingbird was seen at Havasu 
Lake. near Parke April 6 (M). An early 
Rivelis Hummingbird was seen in the Huachuca 
Mis.;. April 7 (AP). The first Coppery-tailed 
Progon was observed near Ft. Huachuca, Ariz., 
April ig (C. Wallmo). Late Belted Kingfishers 
were seen near Crossroads, April 21 (M), 
Ft. Huachuca, May 8 (CW). A 

present 


Dam, 


and at 
Wood 
April 2 
. Late Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers 
Rita Mts., Ariz., April 29 
s3osque Refuge, May 1 (RF). 


Lewis's 
still ‘Tucson, 


(Tucson Bird Club) 


pecker was near 


were seen in the Santa 
AP), and on the 


Flycatchers.—Western Kingbirds were unusually 
late in arriving, particularly in’ eastern Arizona 
and New Mexico. Thev were not found at Tuma- 
cacori Nat'l. Monument until April 6 (BJ), in 


the Huachucas until April 6 (H. Brandt) , at Ben- 
Ariz., until April 7 (L. Hargrave), and at the 
sosque Refuge until April 26 (RF). Cassin’s King- 
bird, rare in the Colorado valley, was noted there 


son, 


at Topock. Mav 17 (M), and at Ft. Mohave, Ariz., 
Mav 27 (AP). Two or 3 Sulphur-bellied Fly- 
catchers were seen in the Huachuca Mts., Mav 14 
JM. AP). The first Olivaceous Flycatcher was 


detected on 
An early 
Huachuca, 


April 6 in the Huachuca Mts. (AP). 
Coues’s Flycatcher was noted near Ft. 
\pril (CW). Western Wood 
were common in the Colorado valley from May 12 
to June 10 (M). 

Swallows.—Violet-green and Rough-winged Swal- 
lows were noted in numbers over Glendale, Ariz., 


7 Pewees 
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May 4, the dav it snowed over 3500 ft. (H. Crock- 
ett). The Bank Swallow along the Rio 
Grande in New Mexico above El Paso continued 
to dwindle (LM). Barn Swallows were very late in 
arriving along the Colorado R., not being found 
until April 28 (M) at Headgate Rock Dam; they 
were noted the day following at Snowflake, Ariz. 
(LL). An unusually early Purple Martin was seen 
east of Tucson (Agua Caliente Ranch), April 2 
(AF) ; 

Jays 
notably 


colony 


no more were seen in the area until May 8. 
through Vireos—Clark’s Nutcracker was 
absent in Grand Canyon Nat'l. Park this 

Bryant). ‘Lhe last Sage ‘Thrasher re- 
ported was one seen near Vidal Jct., Calif., April 
8 (M). The last Western Bluebird was seen, April 
27, at Ft. Huachuca (CW). A Townsend’s Solitaire 
was seen at Boulder Beach, L. Mead, Nev., on the 
unusually late date of April 22 (M. Sullivan). A 

Gray Vireo was seen at 
May it (AF, AP). Two Solitary Vireos were still 
present in the Bill Williams Delta, May 19 (M). 
Wood Warblers—A Black and White Warbler 
was observed at Boulder City, Nev., about May 15, 


spring (H. 


Tucson, where it is rare, 


feeding on the trunks of athel trees (MS). Un- 
usually late Orange-crowned Warblers were one 
seen near Patagonia, May 13 (AP), and 2 in the 


Bill Williams Delta, May 19 (M). Nashville War- 
blers were scarce this spring; the first seen were 2 
in the Bill Williams Delta, April 5 (M), and one 
at Ft. Huachuca, April 6 (AP). First Yellow War- 
bler arrivals were seen at Topock, April 11 (M), 
at Snowflake, April 1g (LL), and at the Bosque 
Refuge, April 21 (RF). They were unusually com- 
mon in lowland areas in late May. Two Audubon’s 
Warblers were still present in the Hualpai Mts., 
Ariz.. May 27 (AP); have been unusually 
scarce at Grand Canyon Park. A N. Water-thrush 
was observed at Socorro, N. Mex., May 7 (RF), and 
another at Fry, Ariz., near Ft. Huachuca, May 14 
(AP). Macgillivray’s Warblers were very common 
in late May; they were seen at Boulder City until 
May go (WP), in Lobecks Pass south of Needles 
until May 31 (M), and at Tucson until June 1 
(AP, M. B. Trautman). An extremely early Yellow- 
breasted Chat was found at ‘Vopock, April 11 (M); 
first one was noted, Bosque Refuge, May 5 (RF). 

Blackbirds Hooded 
Oriole was seen at Devil’s Elbow below Topock, 
April 11, an unusually early date for the Colorado 
valley (M). At least 3 males, one of them dead in 
the road, seen alone the Rio Grande below El Paso, 


they 


and Tanagers——-A_ female 


May 29, would seem to be evidence the species is 
northward (MT). The last 
Blackbirds were seen near Fry, May 14 (JM, AP), 
and at Vopock, May 18 (M). Seven Boai-tailed 
Grackles, evidently preparing to nest, were observed 
at Cortaro, Ariz., May 30 


spreading Brewer's 


(AP). One was seen near 


Fry, Mav 13 (JM, AP). ‘Three Bronzed Cowbirds 
seen at ‘Tucson, April 8, were unusually early 
(Mr. &% Mrs. E. Morton). A very early Western 


anager was seen at Topock, April 18 (WP). 
Finches and Sparrows.—Pyrrhuloxias were absent 

or rare at Nat'l. Monument, where 

thev were not seen during the spring (BJ). Blue 


Pumacacori 


nt 
re 


Grosbeaks seen at Crossroads, April 28 (M), and 
near Tucson, May 7 (AP), were very early. <A 
Lazuli Bunting was seen at Parker Dam _ (Calif. 
side) as early as April 8 (D’s). Am. Goldfinches 
were not seen this year at Snowflake, possibly due 
to failure of elm blossoms (LL). Eight Savannah 
Sparrows seen May 11 at Topock (M, WP), and a 
Brewer’s Sparrow seen May 28 at Ft. Mohave 
(AP), were unusually late. The last Lincoln’s 
Sparrows were seen at Topock (M), and at Tuma- 
cacori Nat'l. Monument (BJ), May 11; near Pata- 
gonia and Fry, May 13 (AP); and at Boulder City, 
May 14 (WP) .—Gate Monson, Havasu Lake Nat’l. 
Wildlife Refuge, Parker, Ariz. 


NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION,—April was 


moderately cool, with precipitation very slightly 





above normal. ‘There was considerable variation 

between day and_ night 

or temperatures, with — late 

& rivish couumaia | frosts in some — sections. 
¢, 


his condition — persisted 
well into May, much later 
than usual. May was cool 
and consistently dry. Only 
8 days showed above nor- 
mal temperatures. Precipi- 
tation was only 14 normal, 
but there were many over- 
cast days. Garrett Eddy re- 
ported conditions in the 





mountains one and. one- 
half months delayed, due 
to the late melting of a 
heavy snow’ pack. The 
weather did not seem to affect lowland birds ad- 
versely, and the good nesting season last year 
seemed to show results. Most migrants arrived at 
Seattle about on time, and in numbers. Humming- 
birds, flycatchers, swallows, bushtits, and warblers 
were in goodly numbers. Winter Wrens were nor- 
mal. Mrs. Ben F. Laymen has coordinated the ob- 
servations of the Oregon Audubon Society (OAS) 
for this season. ‘The usual good reports of Theed 
Pearse from Comox, Vancouver Is., B. C., are lack- 
ing, due to his journey to England. 

Loons through Herons.—Common, Arctic and 
Red-throated Loons, Red-necked, Horned, Eared 
and Western Grebes, Double-crested, Brandt’s and 
Pelagic Cormorants were at Newport, Oregon coast, 
\pril 29-30 (OAS). Am. Bitterns were “pumping” 
in the University swamp, Seattle, May 20 (H. W. 
Higman) . 














Geese and Ducks.—Canada Geese and Brant were 
seen at Newport, April 29-30 (OAS). Canada Geese, 
Brant and 10 Snow Geese were seen at Medina, east 
of Seattle on Lake Washington, May 14 (Walter 
Hagenstein). The abundance of Brant along the 
shores of Puget Sound attracted much attention. 
They were present until May 8 (Violet E. Cannon) , 
and at Blaine near the Canadian border until April 
28 (Mrs. Lucile H. Kline). Seven adult Canada 
Geese, and a brood of 3 young were counted at 
Green Lake, Seattle, May 30 (W. H. Ransom). 


Mallards (400), Pintails (550), and 2 Gadwalls 
were seen in the swamp south of Corvallis, Oreg., 
\pril 17. (F. G. Evenden). The duck population 
at Newport, April 29-30, consisted of Pintails, 
Shovellers, Canvas-backs, Scaup (probably Lesser) , 
Buftle-heads, a Harlequin Duck, White-winged, 
Surf and Am. Scoters, Am, and Red-breasted Mer- 
gansers (OAS). Two Gadwalls were at the Univer- 
sity swamp, Seattle, April 19, where 4 Shoveller 
drakes were seen as late as May 18 (HWH). 
Mallards were last seen at Blaine, April 24, Pintails, 
\pril 28, Shovellers, April 21 (LHK). Ten Shovel- 
lers and 50 Green-winged ‘Teal were seen at S. Cor- 
vallis swamp, April 17 (FGE). A pair of Am. Wid- 
geon was seen at Green Lake, May 14 (WHR). 
Blue-winged ‘Teal, listed in the fall migration re- 
port, 1949, as uncommon in western Oregon, are 
now considered as common spring and fall mi- 
grants, at least in Lane Co., through the work of 
Gullion, Evenden and Pruitt. A pair of this species 
was seen in the University swamp, Seattle, April 
18, 28, and May 13 (HWH). A Cinnamon Teal, 
rare transient in the Portland area, was seen, April 
21 (OAS). A pair was seen at Blaine, March 21 
(LHK). Eight Wood Ducks were seen at the S. 
Corvallis swamp, April 17 (FGE); 1 was perched 
in a tree at Medina, May 7 (WH); and 1 was seen 
at Spanaway, S. of ‘Tacoma, Wash., May 14 (VEC). 
Iwo were at University swamp, April 19, seen twice 
later (HWH). Greater Scaup ducks were last seen 
at Blaine, April 20. The Lesser Scaup was at Green 
Lake as late as May 10-12 (WHR). At Blaine there 
were 50 Am. Golden-eyes, May 25, 2 Buffle-head, 
May 26, and 6 Ruddy Ducks, April 4 (LHK). 

Cranes, Shorebirds, Gulls—Three Sandhill Cranes 
flew over at Newport, April 29 (OAS). Shorebirds 
observed included Snowy, Ringed and Black-bellied 
Plovers, Killdeer, Surf-birds, Ruddy ‘Turnstones. 
Wilson’s Snipe, Hudsonian Curlews, Least, Red- 
backed and Western Sandpipers, Greater Yellow- 
legs. and Sanderlings (OAS). At S. Corvallis swamp, 
April 17, 75 Greater Yellow-legs and 10 Dowitchers 
were seen (FGE). The Red-backed Sandpiper 
(transient in Portland area) was reported, April 
7 (OAS). Violet Cannon reported that, at the S. 
Seattle tidal swamps, the real migration did not 
begin until April 21, and most birds did not stop 
long, or not at all. Wilson’s Snipes were in the 
University swamp as late as the last of April, and 
the Spotted Sandpiper to May g (HWH). Greater 
Yellow-legs were first seen at Blaine, April 7, last 
seen, May 25 (LHK). Northern Phalaropes were 
seen at Medina, May 14 (WH). At Blaine, 150 
Black-legged Kittiwakes were seen, April 4, Short- 
billed Gulls, May g, and 1 Bonaparte’s Gull, April 
25. At Newport, April 29-g0, the gulls included 
the Glaucous-winged, Western, California, Short- 
billed and Bonaparte’s. 

Pigeons through Wood peckers.—Band-tailed Pig- 
eons and Mourning Doves were noted at Newport, 
April 29-30. Band-tailed Pigeons, irregular at 
Blaine, were noted (18), May 16. Common Night- 
hawks arrived in the Seattle area about on time, 
the last of May (GE), and at Blaine, May 1 
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Lik) 


Hagenstein) . 


Black Swilts were seen at Medina, May 19 
Swifts Portland, 
Newport, (OAS), 
(VEC) 


arrived at 
April 
at Spanaway, May 14 


Vaux’s 
April 25, 


were al 29-30 
and were plentiful 
Rufous Hummingbirds Westport, 
Wash., March 29 (Zella McMannama); arrived at 
Medina, March 14 (WH), and at Blaine, April 13 
(LHK). The casual Calliope 


observed three times at 


were secn at 


Hummingbird was 
Portland the last of April. 
Hairy and Downy Woodpeckers were present: in 
numbers at goo0o0 foot clevations in the Washington 
Cascade Mountains, the middle of May (GE). 
Flycatchers Swallows Ihe Western Fly- 
catcher arrived at’ Portland, April 16° (OAS), 
at Blaine, April 23 (LEEK). Tt was not 


Medina until May gt, but) the 


and \ 
and 
noted at 
Olive-sided Fly 


catcher Came in May 12 (WH). Violet-green Swal 
lows came to Medina, March 12; ‘Pree Swallows, 
March 17; Clill Swallows, April 2; Barn Swallows, 


May 11; Rough-winged Swallows, May 14, and Pur- 
ple Martins, May 1g. Barn Swallows were scen at 
Seattle, April 23 (GE). Rough-winged 
were first noted in Portland, April 10; Purple Maa 
tins, April 23, and Barn Swallows, April 26 (OAS). 
\t Blaine 


Swallows 


Violet-green Swallows were = first ob 


served, March 25; the Cliff, April 5, and the Barn 
Swallow, May 4, the latter a 1g-vear record for late 
ness (LAK). 


Chickadees 
Chickadees were 


Chestnut-backed 
March 
v5, at Medina, April 6. Common Bushtits were nest 
Seattle, March 12 (VEC). Phe House 


through = Worens. 


nest building at Seattle by 


building at 


Wren came to Portland, April it (OAS). Tt had 
not arrived at Blaine at the end of the period 
LHK). Bewick’s Wrens were visiting nesting boxes 
at Seattle, March 17 (VEC). and were singing at 


‘ 


Comon the last March 


Am. Robins were carrying 


three weeks in (Pearse) . 


Thrushes and Pipits, 


nesting material at Medina, April 5. The young 
were able to thy, \pril 26 (WH). Varied ‘Phrushes 
were in large concentrations at low elevations (600 
ft.), April 1g, held back by late snow melt (GE). 
Olive-backed ‘Thrushes (Russet-backed) arrived in 
Portland, April 25 (OAS), at N. Seattle, Mav 9 
HIWHI). at Medina, May 1g (WH), at Blaine, 
May iy (LHK). A pair of Western Bluebirds re 


turned to their usual nesting box at Everson, north- 
March 1 (MecM), 
(LHK). 


tain Bluebirds were acting as if 


east of Bellingham, and 2 were 
\ pair of Mount- 
preparing to nest 
on Bainbridge Island, Wash., March go 
Solitaives were in) abundance neat 
Co., Wash., April gq (VEC). 
at Blaine, April 17; last seen, Mav 
Pipits returned, April 24 (Kline) 
Wood Warblers.—Solitary and Wat 
bling Vireos returned to) Portland, April 15 
OAS), and to Medina, May 7 (WH). Phe Orange- 
crowned Warbler returned to Blaine, April 21, and 


Victoria, B. ¢ April 30. Yellow War- 


seen at Blaine, March 1 


Lownsend’s 
Issaquah, King 
They 


were first seen 


24, where Wate 


Vireos and 


Was seen al 


blers were first seen at Portland, April 8; Black- 
throated Gray, April 16; Black-capped and Mac 
gillivray’s, April 19; Pownsend’s Warblers and 


Common Yellowthroats, April 5. At Medina, Black 
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Gray Warblers May 6; 
send’s, May 8, Orange-crowned, April 2; Common 
April 16; and Black-capped, May 
15. Yellow Warblers Blaine, 
\pril 28; the Black-throated Gray, May 14; and 
the Black-capped, May 25. ‘The uncommon Myrtle 
Warbler came to S. Seattle, April 22, 


throated came in ‘Town- 
Yellowthroats, 


were first seen at 


and staved a 


week. Hermit Warblers were seen at Spanaway, 
May 14 (Cannon). 
TFanagers to Sparrows.—Western ‘Vanagers came 


to Portland, April 21; to Medina, 
Blaine, May 25. ‘The Black-headed 
first seen at Medina, May 25; the 
beak, April 20. Siskins, 
were absent at Blaine at end of period. Savannah 


May g; and to 
Grosbeak was 
Evening Gros- 
Pine ordinarily common, 
Sparrows returned to nesting habitats at Seattle by 
March 25 (VEC); were first seen at Portland, April 
Blaine, March 28, where they 
ing young, May 24. 
Portland, 


j, and at were feed- 
Chipping Sparrows arrived at 
April 4, at Medina, April 14, and at 
Blaine, April) 29. White-crowned Sparrows 
first seen at Blaine, April gs, 
Medina, April 2t. Golden-crowned 
started passing through the Seattle area the third 
week in month 
thought 
They 


were 
and were singing at 
Sparrows 


April, and continued for about a 
(Hagenstein, Eddy, et al.). Miss Cannon 


they were not as mumerous as usual. were 
first seen at Blaine, April 28. Phe uncommon tran- 
Port- 
land, April 2g, and at Medina on the same date.— 
Marrua R. FLAnAur, Stale 


University of Washington, Seattle 5, Wash. 


sient) Lincoln's Sparrow was reported from 


Washington Museum, 


MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION,— The 
vegetation grew better this spring than the meager 
winter's rainfall seemed to warrant. However, the 


cool weather pre- 





7 vented 


evapora- 
tion in the usual 
amount, and at 
the same time 
there was enough 
warmth for plants 






to «grow. Lhe 
spring crop — of 
sceds was better 
than in recent 





vears. Except. for 





a brief warm pe- 
riod at the end 
of May, the days 
were too cold for 


| * 
| 
| insects to be = ac- 


of wintering land birds tended to be early, and ar- 





tive and they 
were generally 
scarce. Departure 


rival and establishment of summer birds were de- 


laved. Nesting was started early and generally it 
without This 


impression that a more abundant crop of young 


progressed interruption. gave the 
birds than usual is being produced this year. 
Water Birds —On April 8, the Charles Ander- 


sons saw hundreds of Western Grebes at Moss 


CG 


ee a 


Landing. Mrs. George W. Nielsen saw more than 
150 at Santa Cruz on May 4. On May 15, W. M. 
Pursell saw 60 or 70 White Pelicans near Alvarado 
and g days later Mrs. H. P. Henningsen saw 75 at 
Bolinas Lagoon. On April 5, R. H. Pray saw about 
600 Brant at Bolinas Bay. On April 25 at Hum- 
boldt Bay, F. G. Evenden, Jr., saw at least 35,000 
with more flocks of 100 to 300 arriving. One was 
on the rocks at Santa Cruz on May 4 (Nielsen). 
At Elkhorn Slough on May 28 there were young 
ducks of the following species: Gadwall, Pintail, 
Cinnamon ‘Teal, and Shoveller (Andersons). On 
April g at Almaden Reservoir, Mrs. Nielsen saw a 
pair of Wood Ducks and she heard these ducks 
along the streams there on May 15. Up to 15 
Ring-necked Ducks stayed as late as April 11 in 
Sacramento) (Evenden). On April 24 Evenden 
saw a male Am. Golden-eye at Clear Lake, Lake 
County. He also saw a Butfle-head on April 25 at 
Humboldt Bay. From April g to 30 a female Old- 
squaw Was present at Moss Landing (Andersons) . 

Hawks.—There are three reports for the Osprey 
this spring. One flew over Searsville Lake on April 
2q (Miss Emily Smith). On May 14 one was at 
Point Lobos (Pursell) and 1 was fishing on May 
i8 at Bolinas Bay (Henningsen) . 

Shorebirds.—Miss Florence Morrow recorded Wil- 
son’s Snipe at the mouth of the Carmel River on 
\pril 17, 18, and 19. On May 12 there were 7 
Wandering Tattlers at Santa Cruz (Nielsen). On 
April 7 Miss Smith saw g Lesser Yellow-legs at 
Dumbarton Bridge. In Yolo By-pass the first Black- 
necked Stilts were seen on April 11 (Evenden) . 

Gulls and Terns—On April 1 there were hun- 
dreds of Short-billed Gulls at Moss Landing (An- 
dersons). A Least ‘Tern was present at Moss Land- 
ing on May 6 (Andersons) and May 15 (Pursell). 
Phere was 1 Caspian ‘Tern at Moss Landing on 
\pril 22 and 2 on May 6, but none after that 
(Andersons). Black ‘Terns arrived in mid-May in 
the Sacramento Valley where they were present 
mainly on the flooded rice fields (Evenden). 

Non-passerine Land Birds.—Band-tailed Pigeons 
were scarce or absent this spring in parts of the 
Santa Lucia Mountains where they were abundant 
last vear. On April 2g the Andersons saw about 50 
in Corral de Tierra. On May 27 there were 4 neat 
Halls Bridge, Santa Clara County. In Los Gatos 
2 Vaux’s Swifts entered last year’s nesting chimney 
on April 29g (Smith) and more than goo were pres- 
ent in that vicinity on May g (Nielsen). In the 
San Francisco Bay area, migrating Rufous Hum- 
mingbirds and other hummingbirds were especially 
numerous with the peak between March 29 and 
April 16 and the last Rufous on April 22 (Pray). 
On April 2, Pray saw a Calliope Hummingbird in 
North Berkeley. On April 10 he saw 10 at Arroyo 
del Valle, Alameda County, and on April 22 three 
males in Vilden Park. 

Flycatchers through Pipits—Western Kingbirds 
arrived in the Sacramento Valley between April 11 
and 17 and pairs were abundant by the end of the 
month (Evenden). The earliest one on the Hast- 
ings Reservation was seen on April 1 by Donald 


Linsdale. Arrival dates for the Ash-throated Fly- 
catcher were April 12 at Hastings Reservation 
(J. M. Linsdale) and April 19 at Sunol and Arroyo 
del Valle (Pray). At Los Gatos a Western Fly- 
catcher’s nest was being built on April 4, eggs 
hatched on April 29, and the nest was deserted 
soon afterward because of interference from House 
Wrens (Miss Gladys Record). On April 9, Mrs. 
Irving Snow recorded an Olive-sided Flycatcher at 
Aldercroft Heights in Santa Cruz Mountains. Miss 
Smith heard one at Los Gatos on April 11, and 
Mrs. A. G. Zimmerman saw one on April 14 in 
Oakland. On April 1 on Trafton Road, near Moss 
Landing, a large colony of Bank Swallows was 
present at the regular nesting site (Andersons) . 
Iwo colonies nested at Santa Cruz in May, on West 
Cliff Drive and East Cliff Drive (Nielsen). The 
firs’ Purple Martins were seen on the Hastings 
Reservation on April 2 (Linsdale). Miss Smith 
saw 6 at Searsville Lake on May 13, and Mrs. Niel- 
sen saw 5 at Almaden on May 30. On May 7 Pur- 
sell saw 4 Am. Crows at San Pablo Reservoir, a new 
locality. Olive-backed Thrushes appeared on April 
25 at Searsville Lake (Smith) and April 28 in 
Piedmont (Henningsen). On May 27 Miss Smith 
saw a Golden-crowned Kinglet in a Douglas Fir at 
Aldercroft Heights. Evenden saw Water Pipits as 
late as April 11 near Lake Washington, Yolo 
County. 

Warblers through Sparrows.-A Yellow Warblet 
was singing at Los Gatos on April 12 (Smith). Pray 
watched a Myrtle Warbler in Tilden Park on April 
1. On May 27 at Aldercroft Heights a pair of Au- 
dubon’s Warblers was feeding young out of the 
nest (Smith). On the Salinas-Monterey Highway 
near Toro Creek the Andersons found 2 Hermit 
Warblers on May 7. Miss Smith discovered singing 
males at Alum Rock Park on May 6, Mt. Hermon, 
on May 19, and Aldercroft Heights on May 27. On 
Seminary Court, Oakland, Donald Brock saw the 
first male Hooded Oriole on March go and the first 
female on April 2. On April 13 in San Jose a male 
Was present where a female was incubating on 
\pril 27, and 4 other nests were known in the Citv 
(Smith). ‘The Andersons saw several in Central 
Park, Salinas, on May 28. Brock found a male 
Brown-headed Cowbird on March 31 near Hay- 
ward and a pair appeared on April 16 at his home 
in Oakland. On April 2 Miss Smith saw the species 
for the first time at Los Gatos; she has traced an 
increase at San Jose over the last 10 years. Western 
Tanagers were first heard on April 25 at Los Gatos 
(Smith). Pray saw 2 on April 26 at Howell Moun- 
tain. ‘The Black-headed Grosbeak was first seen 
on April 2 at San Jose (Charles Zwaal) and next 
on April 5 at Los Gatos (Smith). Lazuli Buntings 
came in the last week of April. In the San Fran- 
cisco area Golden-crowned Sparrows began to leave 
in mid-April, with only stragglers after April 18 
(Pray) and the last on May g (Henningsen). The 
Angwins saw the last in Carmel on May 8. Miss 
Smith heard 1 on May 7 at Alum Rock Park. A 
White-throated Sparrow was recorded as late as 
April g at Berkeley (Mrs. J. C. Freihofer). Fox 
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Sparrows began to leave the San Francisco area in 
late March (Pray). The last records were on April 
g in Piedmont (Mrs. Roy F. Nelson) and at Mt. 


Hermon (Mrs. Boylan) .—JEAN M. LINSDALE, Hast- 
ings Reservation, Jamesburg Route, Robles del Rio, 
California. 


MORE ON 'THE SUBJECT OF CCMMON NAMES 
John W. Aldrich 


It is of vital importance to such programs as 
those conducted through the pages of Audubon 
Field Notes, that there be a uniform usage of def- 
inite common names for bird species. Therefore, 
the editors feel that this subject should be kept 
before our readers until standardization is achieved. 
It is only by this means that opinions of persons 
who the names may be learned and a closer 
approximation to uniformity of usage reached. 

Some of us are disturbed because of the present 
inclination of the AOU Committee on Nomencla- 
ture to favor, for inclusion in the revised AOU 
Check-list, such indefinite names for distinct species 
as Cormorant, Egret, Eider, Teal, Merganser, etc. 
Such names would be particularly confusing in 
Audubon Field Notes where, without benefit of 
accompaniment by the scientific name, the reader 
would be in doubt as to which species of egret, 
eider or cormorant was mentioned. Likewise the 
Fish and Wildlife Service would find such names 
ineffective in listing species which are protected 
by Federal law. Enforcement of migratory bird pro 
tection laws would be hampered by any doubt as 
to which species reference was made. 

he list of common names presented in the 
February 1950 issue of Audubon Field Notes ap- 
pears to be acceptable to birders in most instances, 
judging from reactions which have come to the 
editors’ attention. A few suggested changes which 


use 


well founded have been submitted to 
a committee consisting of all of our regional editors 
and a few others known to be vitally interested in 
this subject. It is thought that this group repre- 
sents the thinking of the birding public on a broad 
geographical scale. As a result of the combined 
opinions the following changes in the prescribed 
list of names have been adopted. 

Bartramian Sandpiper to Upland Sandpiper. 

Bushtit to Common Bushtit. 

Black-eared Tit to Black-eared Bushtit. 

Robin to American Robin. 

Great Shrike to Gray Shrike. 

Pileolated Warbler to Black-capped Warbler. 

Bachman’s Sparrow to Pine-woods Sparrow. 

Desert Sparrow to Black-throated Sparrow. 

In these days of easy, rapid transportation the 
time has passed for local thinking—even in bird 
names. It is hoped that the names which we are 
adopting for use in Audubon Field Notes will have 
wider and wider usage, particularly in standard 
check-lists, books and magazines from which the 
new generation of birders will become familiar with 
the English names of birds. In this way uniformity 
will be achieved more rapidly and the job made 
easier for authors, editors, game managers and 
birders who are concerned with making themselves 
understood on a more than local basis through the 
use of common English names of birds. 


seem to be 


MEET OUR CONTRIBUTORS 


Joseph James Murray was born at Summer- 


ville, 8. C., on January 23, 1890. He received his 
education at Davidson College, N. C.; Union 
Mheological Seminary, Richmond, Va.; 
United Free Church College, Glasgow, 
Scotland; and Oxford University. Since 
1924, he has lived at Lexington, Va., 
where he is minister of the Lexington 
Presbyterian Church. 

He became an associate of the Amer- 
ican Ornithologists’ Union in 1928, 
and was elected a member in 1936. 
From 1933 to 1946 he was a member 
of the Board of Directors of the National Audubon 
Society, and for 11 years he served as Secretary of 
the Board. Since 1930 he has edited The Raven, 


Bulletin of the Virginia Society of Ornithology. 

Wild Wings, published in 1947, is a compilation of 

informal sketches on his personal observations in 
southeastern United States and in 
Europe. In he contributed a 
chapter on ornithology to the Virginia 
Academy of Science monograph, The 
James River Basin, 

Dr. Murray’s special field of inter- 
est is faunal zones and bird distribu- 
tion in the Southern Appalachians, 
and he has long been recognized as 
the leader in Virginia ornithology. 

For the past two years he has been co-editor with 
Julian K. Potter of the Middle Atlantic Coast Re- 
gion. 
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